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u | Wings n H precious. Ae 
, not only. to myſelf}, but 3 to Ton alſo, «-" 
was Tour fat h 4 aſtor ; they are concern- 
ng the right Hearing of God bis holy Word. 
have been. too. long preparing em —2 the 
Preſs :* bur #pon Our late being tagetber, I. 
5 thought none cou d better promote it; than 
| Lourſelf, by commendimg it ta Jour nuderdue 
ring; and 10 others of that Conreh of D 
| which Tow: are a Member and Elder, for tbe 
? N of heir precious and immortal Souls. 
FI bad ibe whole of theſe abel . 
mons preach d by my Father- on this Subject, 
to the Walloon Church in Ca hier, — 


the e, wou d hade been larger and 
better. bat is defective can't he be 4; 5 


and wherein my wm of , TprayTou 
Alu every onethat reads it, to bear with me, 
wot imputing to the Author what Faults , 

may proceed from my Verſion, or from the 
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do yield ſo. much G 


produc'd? Ideßre io be very thankful to God | 
for what there is of it ; and that] bad an able 
Friend and agood Hand intbe Miniſtry of the | 


| Goſpel to digeſt it in order, which otherways © 


con'd never have ſeen the light. Now commit» | 


ing Lon and the Candid Readers, to Father 


don, and Spirit, who alone can build us up 


in Faith and Holineſs, 1 remain, 


WS »- 


SIR, 


Your very Affectionate Friend, 
Qs ne 
77 and Humble Servant, 
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© I Mark 14, is, 15. 7, Hog a hae lin 
"The 'Sower ſoweth The Word, An theſe are 
They. by the way: de, where the Mord is 
ſown, but when they haue heard; Satan 
comet h inmedliately and taleth away th 
Mori tbat was fown in their Hearts.' And 
5 e are they likewiſe which are form on | 
ſtony gromd, who when they have heardithe 
Mora, immediately receive it with gladnefs, 
an have no root 3 themſelves,” and ſo en 
dure but for a time; after ward, when A. 
fliction or Perf, ecution ariſeth for the Words _ 
ate: immediately. T hey. are offended. And 3 
theſe are ne which © are Ge nn 
; thorns, Sc. 
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the Goſpel; yet but one-gait'd-any-ſaving Advantage 


by it; and the Cauſe of the different ſuccet $ of the Mi- 
niſterial Labours is here aſſign d. 
2. As tothe matter ef the Parable, the Soweri Is Chiif 


and his Apoſtles ;_he is the Princi ipal, Lthey are the Subor- 
dinate Scedſinen. Jeſus Chriſt ſows his own Field his 


Meſſengers ſow his Field : He leo and ſows his own 
Seed, but woe to us if wediſperſe our own Seed, and not 
bis: F any preach another Goſpel, let him be ee d. 

1 Gal. 8, 9. 
. 3 The Seed to be fown' is the Word' of God, noun- 


written Traditions, no fabulous Legends ; which the 
Doctors of the Church of Rome deliver in their Writings 


and Sermons: This is Chaff, or their own Seed, not 


'Cbriſt's; our Lord's Field muſt be ſown with his own 
Seed, not with mixt Grain. The Apoſtle's S aim, and the 
defgn of all his Labours, was to preſent all that heard 
him perfect in Jeſus Chriſt, or to put them into ſuch a 
Nate; by bis Preaching, as that they might appear before 
the throne of Grace without confuſion, 1 Col. 28..that 
we may preſent every Man perſe# in Chriſt Feſus. The 
Apoſtles alledges this with-an Eye on the Seducers,, who 

ed to the inſtructions of the Golpel, the Obſervati- 
on of the, Maſaical Law, the worſhipping of Angels, 
and other. Traditions; as if the Faithof:Chriſtians'were 
imperfect without them: But St. Paul, tooverthrow this 
pernicious Dotage, declares that the Preaching of the 
Ney Teſtament 15 enough to render every Man perfect; 5. 
there's no need of Moſes or. Angels; no need of the Ce- 
remonies of the one; or the Services of the other; 5 Jeſus f 
Chriſt abundantly . without the adjoyning c of any 


er. 
. + When 4 


1. The general ie, or Deſi ign of this Parable i is * 
to ſnew, that tho there are ſeveral ſorts of Hearers f 
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0 hen the ed 18 ſown. or the _ * ws. 1 
5 faithfully preach'd, this, like Seed ſown in theFurrows of 


the Field, has a fructifying vertue in it, by Which it in- | 


creaſes or produces more of its own Kind. The Gol] pel: 
of the Kingdom has a quickening Power, to egen ne 
or make dead Souls live. 
However, when the Sced is ſon moſt /plencifully, 

this Parable acquaints us, that it is not every where a- 
like fruitfal. Common Seed doth not equally” thrive; | 
in all Grounds, nor has the Word of God like Impreſſi- 
ons on” all Souls and Conſeiences. Thete is à vaſt flickr. 
rence in the nature of the Sil, and in the influences of 
the Spirit; tho. no Heart is naturally good, Jet ſome 
are worſe than others; there are ſome that quarrel with 
"wy Scriptures, arid come to the Word with a deſign to 

carpatthe Doctrines deliverd, not deſiring to be ſagcti- 
ty'd. God awaken ſuch Hearers-. a e 2 

6. The cauſes of the unftuitfülneſs 'of the Ward a are 
different, as we here learn. In ſome tis the Policy of 
Satan, that Bird of Prey, following God s-Plough, and 
| ſtealing away the precious Seed. He has innumerable 
Artifices to blaſt the defign of the Miniſtry. In others 
an Heart of Unbelief, or the Cares of the World, like 
ſo many Thorns, do choak the Word, over grow 
the good Seed, draw away the Moiſture of the Earth, 
or the Heart of the Soil, and obſtruct rhe influences. of 
the Sun; henee the Skater number of Fit are fruit, 
leſs or unprofitable.” e 1 
- 7.. Even the beſt Ground doth not bring alt” Fruit 
_ alike; ſome yields more, ſome leſs; Thy, ſixty, an 
hundred Fold. ThePreaching of the Goſpel is N 8 
cial to thy Souf (tho not in proportion to thy Nei 
bours or intimate Chriſtian'Companion) if cc art 


| * 70 CY much Fruit as thou canſt, berge "8 
| 8 : endeayouring | 


» 


himſelf exp 
the Sower is the Preacher, and the Soil 


as ſhadowing the blade when, tis ſprun 
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enceavouring 0 3pply it in a profitable. manner to ti; 
Soul, fer DoG@rine, Reproof, Corretion, and Infiraltinn in 
Res ating nin. ol fre 

| rd this. Parable, doth 


ur Lord Jeſus having deliver 
plain, or interpret it. The Seed is the Word, 


. U is the. Heart. 
Nay, our Redeemer compares the Hearers. 


; n r of the Word 
to the High-way Ground, in which the 


fr want of tins be i See 
ble nen unc, in whom all the Sermons heard have 
no root in their Underſtand ing, Memory, Conſeience, Will 
r AﬀeCtions : Theſe are inſtantly diſguſted at the pro- 
gundnefs ef the Dodrine] 3 or at the plainneſs of 
fome Truths, or at the ſtrictneſs of the Commands of the 


* 
* a 
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*. 


Some Hearers are like the thorny 
| en axe like the thorny 
ground, worldly, coveteous Deſires choak the good Seed, 


ns purpoſes, Ver. i 
very Jealous. of 


or choakthe Do- 


ae cuniverlally, and brings*orch Froit wich pa- 
E. | : 


the ſame degree, but 
4 II- "NS | > 2.4 5 * , 3 . $2 : 3 F . 
thirty, fixty, and an hundred Fold ; tho not to an abſo- — | 


Inte 


2 enden 56 with, finter 1. gop$\Hearars * 
I % Few forth Fruit, * not all alte. . — 1 
=_ _— number of good Nen, is, 
and how: ae will be. ſav'd:: i Ou ſur part of the 
Seed fell on good groumd, and was D Moreover, we 
may obſarvea gradation z the Seed on the High wa ama 
not up at all ʒ that on the ſtony Ground ſprung up, N 
; conalu not; that on Thorns, multiply d, but qid not bear. 
Ft yr the Seed. in the good: Ground. yielde Fruit a 
rtection. 
| "Th he Three firſt. Grounds, repreſent . Chtiſtians only... 
in Name and Title, leading a Worldly Life, carried a- 
way with the Solicitudes of Coveteouſnęſs, Ambition, 
Enuy and Contention. They do not ſhew themſelves 
to be true Believers; they do not correſpond with their: 
| 3 but ſo long: as they contiqne this .courle,, | 
without, Repentange, they, diſeover themſelves to be 
Earth, eſet 1 Thorns ; and we may ſay of em, as 
Jab ſaid; of the M Vicked, Chap, 30. 7. Among the buſbes... - 
then bray, under the nettles. they are a0 together. | Fr 
they bury themſelves under the thorny Buſhes tht Aches 4 
| and Hongurs, Pride and; Vanity, Pleaſures; pa 
TR Riots; void of Vertue and Gaodnels,... . Ne vi 
£ And that there are ſuch, -the-ſad e e > fall 
#4 Ages does make fully: evident: For alas! 
. ars there who by: — Luſts pf, the Fleſh, ſeek; 7. 0 
ddr worldly: Riches, (Demand n l 4 
„ vesges and-Strifes, but do not ld a, Chrifiian, Ei "IF 
WF _- JO N 10 _ en nee Ee 
So, may fa iniſters ſay again and again, | 
ing, that many walk as eg: the Gale af 5 
thoſe: namely; hoſe Gad is their Ilan Wt Cin. 
in thein ſbame; me mina Earthiꝝ bing. 
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an The*Pride o Liens ©! neee 
Our Lord 85 explain'd the Senſe or Signification 
of this Parable'to his Diſciples, who were nôt ſatisfy d 
wit h a ſound of Words; and the Scope of it is to mani- 
feſt the different Effects of the VVord of God: upon the 
Hearers of it; wich the reaſon of its various Succeſs. 
Firſt then, a5 to the high-way Hearers. Mark 4. 15. 
comp. with Matt. 13. 18. when any one heareth the Word 
of the Kingdom, and underſtandeth it not, then cometh the 
wicked one, and catcheth away that wwbicbinods own in the 
Heart; this is he, which recerveth the Seed by the way: ſide. 
The Truths they hear, are not cover d whh ſolid Me- 
ditation. We may hear often, but put all into a bag 
with holes, 1 Hog. 6. Bear hearing begets only tranſient 
thoughts, and leaves but a weak impreſſion; like the 
glance of a Sun. beam upon a wall, cauſing a glaring for the 
preſent. Such a Man diſeerns not the order and ſuſtte of 
Truths deliver d, till he mediates on them. 4 Jam. 23, 
24. He is like a Men beholding his natural Face in a glaſs, 
 eviitg his way, and ſtr aitway forgetting what manner of Man 
be war. But by Meditation we look into Truths, clearly 
ſeeing how they concern us, and obſerve if they reach 
our dee The Preacher delivers general Propo- 
litions, and dias from them practical Inferences; but 
by pondering: on heaven Truths, we get Underſtand-' 
ing above" on, Teacher r, Pf. 119. 89. They thrive in 
Learning beſt; ho think moſt. Knowledge floats, till by 
geliberate Thoughts: At is impreſs'd on ehe Affections, 
Luke 18. 19. Theſe len way n n be thus de- 
ſarlfd> Teß e en 1 e ut 
. 85 Bo not ee Or etzt WI Word, fo as to 
be governed by it. By this, as by a Touch-ſione, we 
_ diſcern who are good Hearera of the VVord, eſs 
| | tboſe 
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cording to their Profeſſion: For as thoſe are not 
Subjects who will not receive in due manner the vs 
of Juſtice, that their King ſends for their good, ſubmit- 


eies. When the Word of God 


OY 7 "= Fer Fo of a nggd N * A — 4 . * PT 4 1 


* RF I N 


all that Bear it, yet do not retain it to dwell i in 
them, and reign. over them, are not true Chriſtians ac 


ting themſelves but only for a time, to Fad fault, and 
not be govern d; fo. they cannot be good Chriſti- 


ans, who will not receive this judiciary Word, ſo 
far as the Lord wilthave it entertain d. 


Thoſe diſcover themſelves to be no right Hearers, | 
who will be. content to hear they Word only ſo 
far as may ſtand with their gy ru Convenien - 


rings advantage 
with it, is accompany d with Peace; | Proſperity, or all 


things go well, many will careſs the Word, and the Mi- 


niſters thereof: But if attended with: Adverſity, or Po-- 
verty, theſe will have none of it. We ſee a clear 
Proof of this in the Gadarens, who would have Chriſts 
Preſence, and receive him to heal their poſſeſs d with 
Devils, but will have none of him with the Joſs of 
their Swine : . 4/ the City then went ont to him, and having : 


ſeen our Lord, pray'd him. earneſtly; to with dra: fm their 


garters, Matt. 8. 34. 

Conſider the heinouſneſs of this din a gainſt the hea · 
venly Authorit of the Word; for if it . an Inhuma- 
nity condemn'd, by the Light of Nature, to reject out of 
the Houſe: and Cities thoſe whom we ought to wel- 
come; how much more is it an Enormity to caſt out 


the Word, which comes to dwell in us in the Name of 5 


our Lord? 


It was a fign of great Corruption, which appear "" 
after the. Widkedneſs i in Gibeab, when the 7 being 
entered  (Judgs. I9, 15 2 to Dey one Night,. he 12 x 
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uin N mtb dr 8 the a Wan OY 
| - "rw4a5-none that'tookithem i110 hi, Boſe ; butworſeto diſ-. 
[| _ . JodgebimfromtheHonfeof the old Mat of the Mountdin 
of Epbriim, and to offer him violence, when he had been 
F courteouſſy recei vd. But it is daring Impiety to offer vio- 
Illence to the Word. 'T wars age, (will our Lord 
atꝛsthe lend ofithe World, to Hypocrites, Matt. 25. 43. 5 
| .. toithen'ithat bad not entertain d and lodg'd his 
1 Members, you have not feceivd me: And what will our 
Lord not do to thoſe who ſlight his Word? AStranger 
{| - indeeTonthe Earth; and which comes from Heaven; 
i een ben when it is naked in regard of temporal Pro- 
it and Honour. E £7 
2. They receive the Word no farther than it doth 
not claſt with their particular Corruptions. T hey are 
net woly Chtiſtiam Heaters; who retain the Word only 
as it does hot contradict cheir particular Luſts. VVhen 
the VVord comes to reprove em, they choał it by their 
darling Corruptions; like thoſe who admitting a Stran- 
Per, wall retaln him ſo long as he does not tell em the 
1 Fruth; but ſo foon as he does, they handle him rudely, 
| my, murther him, that he may not diſcover * em, extin- 
- guififing'the Light, tlat they may not be ſeen in their 
evil VVays. 
We may not only fee the Simintude, but it Fes "—_ 
„ this very Truth itfelf, in the $9d0»i/6, Who Enter- 
| © Siked Lo, white he did not ebntradict heir Villany ; 
but wWbien he did, then (Gen. 19“ 9.) tlley fai to bit 
Withartw, this Mam came to el mon us ds f Str anger: 
* he takes upon him tobe the gras Goten and 
| preſs d Jore upon him. 2 
"ie the Year triith's Spar din "Herod; Wafk 618,128. 
He ru J6 hn, E] 9¹n Hir lo be 7 n Man 3 Be tir 
rcd Hos, e 2 xlatlly, ab 2 * _ 
ut 
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0 10 Have her who 35. thy Brother's. ___ 
Wife ; chen pref ce N be im: prilen d [Eg 1 5 by, the 
R equeſtof* bis Daug ter, Greiz l in his > corhpapy, esd 
_ John Baptiſt to be Peldesged. yy 5 
_-bYew,: 8 did all the Jem to the Wau Melenge er. 
the Word of God? The Lord himſelf declares f it to us, 
John's 25: He was 4 burning and a ſhining Light, and * \ 
were Welte for 4. ſegſon to rejoice in his 7; bt. A 755 
time z for this*his Fore- runner reproved,'e em by .b 
Preachthg*and 'Conyerſation, for their vile Hype 4 
and heiß dilerderly Life. They Taid, 5e herh, + 21 
de 18. becauſe he would chaſe away the Devil from 
Thus they treated Ws Fear Teacher of the 

Word; 60h Bone Jeſus hi ye Tho they. had 120 
and<folſow'd him Wben be dig em good; yet, at la 
becaule Our bleſſed Lord reptov d em for 25 5 Wicked- 
neſs,” they put bim to death. Thus did they ſerve. 
him the! Prince and Governor, e tk 21.357 39. The. 
Vine- - dreſſers Abi 1 85 Servants, ut the Son they ontra- 
gionſly: woo wn on IH us 
2; The 'Stony-grotin Heaters," Mick 8 16. —_ are. 
they which.are Jown” on ſtory + ground, ho when they have 
beard rhe Word, imme Sin receive it with gla aaneſs, and. 
have n boi Ba bes, elves : 4 0 endure ori 4 t {18 af-. 
terward when HEY 4 e Nell hien eth. for t e Word:s, 
ſake; "immenintcly they are offended, 1 u Wen 
of: God has no Root in their Underſtanding, © Conſci- 
ence, Nemory, Will or Affectiogg; but they ate [on 
offended at the depth and proforn es, at the ſanctityy 
and ſtrittneſs, at tha mn ie and plaitineſs, of the Word 3 
or Truths deliver d to em. And here obſerve, 8 


Aus i C F: rſt, | | 
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| Bad Heareg are like ſtony Ground, -inthatzt 
hardned ones will hat, through their hidden and! 
Corruption, yield: But refit the moſt wholeſom. 
Ariftions of the Word of God, we may ſay as the Pro- 
'phet Fer. 5. 3. They have made their Faces harder than « 
15 ock, they baue refuſed to return. Therefore theſe are cal- 


LY 
os 
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Firſt, Bad Hea 


le 
And obſerve a Parallel. en n k: 
Hirſt, As the ftöny Ground hath not in it any conveni- 

ent Moiſture, nor any favourable Softneſs to entertain and 
receive the Seed 5 ſo hardned Hearts, or the Unregene- 


tate, have no Sap of Grace to ſavi 
to 


| 1 ncliqns' of the Word: 
For, what Moiſture is to the Seed caſt into the Groun 


ſuch is Grace to the Word in the Hearts of Men. I 
fore it is com 
fo Rivers of 


4 not only tothe Water ofrhe Ground, 
ater, 


I, 


wets 5 not only ſoftens the Earth, but ſupplies and fa- 


! I. 
In-, 


, 


ed by ſome Interpreters, yt amed, namely, by the Word. 


NO, Sap « to ſaving purpoſes, to cauſe 
grow in them the holy Inter ale 


> 
5 


Gvers of Water, Pſal. 1. 3, but alſo. to the Water. of © 
Life, to the Dew, Feng the Rain, which ſoftens and 


ſtens it; tempers and fits it to keep in tbe Seminal; vir- 


tue. For want of ſuch 


er re not new- born, and cannot 
enter isto the Kingdom of God, John 3. 5. which is the 
12, 13. Cen the Ruſh grow without Mire? Can the. Hag 
grow without Mater? VVhile it is yet in its greennefs 
and not ent down,” it wichercth before ay other flerb; 
ſo are the Paths of all that forget God, ànd the Hypo- 
_ crite's. hope ſhall periſh. Theſe ſtony- ground Hearers 


not being water'd'with Grace, do counterfeit an appea - 


rance of true Grace, but have it not as to the Life and 
Power, Therefore they. are conipard 10 
ground, becauſe, 1 F ; 8 p WWE of 2 


©, S 3yF} 
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Secondly, 


_ For: want.of, ch Moibyre gong. Seſtne(s\ of. che", 
VVater. of Grace, they a 2 
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OY ary uo 705 oth. of <P Us 0 Ka. : 
_ pariſon 15 taken from 9 9 not that is . ben ich 

tones, but a Ground whoſe Surface is for à Fodt or 
two in ome ſort of Earth, but underneath preſently it 
is found. gravelly, and flinty. This excellently Ee 
© @eerizeth:thoſe. who have ome ſort of Grace, bo 
Knowledge and Affection, in a temporary Faith z but 
they are deſtitute of the Graces that go to the 3 Boe | 
of Fo Fleas ;. Toy have no Grace at. the root, but on- 
ly as upon the ſurface of 11 klearts, in ſome enlight· 
nings pak elle $ of Jo f 
_: Thirdly, The? Rong into Tuch Ground, g 
up quickly, not baving depth of Earth, Mark 5 
_ thoſe who receive.the VVord, which haye only com- 
mon „do ſoon make . appar ſome ſcemigg ſhoor- 
Rings forth, "ſome, .greennels, tome. heartinets, Pointing 
to the profeſſion .of Picty.and Charity ;  wherely they 
- proceeding, "they are hard as the pav'd Ground, ' there 
Appears no ſhooting. forth, but are altogether withont 
28 Eh Fr ge on the ; Houſe-top, . Pal. 129. 6, 7. 
"ahi before it comes to the Blade ; of 
M bich the 575 8 7 611 his Hand, nor be bis Bo- 
om which gather handfuls. 

| Fourthly, As on & ſudden this putting forth doth dry 
up, at, the very Sun-rifin 8. becauſe. there is nd Rogt 
. that hath an e ut. only fome ſlender rootlag ; 
2 ee 6 ky | f preſent] Y for all their fine 
ENG never ſo little ſmicten:with 
9 Gourd,, riſen and 

„one 48. 85 as 


e F they 


oh 


3 he popxerf 155 
"and F og 5 only. ſome ſma 857. 
ing or repre common Graces, ſome * Thee 8 


| and ſome Affection. "NS 2. Theſe 
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Jes ih 


5 hear 5915 8 of. Mercy \'4 and elne . 
£0 as his Peace Tafterh. fes“ Pa. Tydiggs 22 


Nan that by gh on the Name of che Lord ori e 


e receive G v 


2 Ft 


Chriit” the eons.” Wh dev confeſſes. tha 
Son of God, 5 Got dw ctteth in [rep rh "be 70857 


Yet if theſe very Paſſages were taly expounded,” they 
would yield to the Unregenerate cold Comfort, tho 
in the jump they are heard with Delight. But if a 
ſcorching terrifying Doctrine be inſiſted on; this he doth 

ot reliſh, Ahab was eaſy till Mijckaiah: -preach d to him: 
File was ſtartled when Paul's Sermon was 'aboat a 
future Judgment; tho the AIG then a Priſoner, 


5 If.'any, man oe? we Bave, 45 Advocate with the Father." Je- 
= is 16 ht 


Bad a pleſled Calm in his Mind could think or ſpe \ 


of. Death and. Judgment with Krege enity and Joy. Tis a 
Plain Tign gu of a falfe Peace, when Tome Texts of Scrip- 
ture lay us flat, and overturn all our Hopes; when à 
Truth. ranſacks thee to the quick, thy Joy vaniſhes. A 
Child of ,Gpd'is glad: at heart at every r ture-Dodriy, 
d makes uſe of it, whether it be M Mer Judgment ; 
pet or bitter points arg Welcome Ms. 4 of Bae Sol, | 
becauſe God and he are at Peace. W vate News he | 
RN God 1 it is good, J: 39. 6, u 
3 time, of Perfecution, becher are "ſoon offended. | 
gs 6 M5 Ofe Op pre efions are Are 15 compat u the Sun 


Gng and ino JIA vie tg 107 


E Fir, Sa ig 1775 bar. Anden e the Jun f in | 


its great Flac. Thus many are Giſcoverd; not only b 
1 „the Ae 755 ther Inſtruments of Crueſ- 


ix, 5 5 5, # Flames: enthe Profelien 
5 988 p ypocrites vanlithes. As when an 
me Fal's fe e rey upon "the ſtony _ 


Ground, WE bich is 1 ſpringing's withers. Vx” ; 
ate 
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becar Wee e eee, 
hard Stones to waſte and conſume it; ſo chaten 
15! known and lov d of the Truth, in ſach Heattrs/lnot _ 
being fomented with Grace in the bottom of the Heart, 
but oppos d;by its hardneſs and rebellious Corruption, f 
fte motuv 2: 10 zd t ni f 03 not: 
1 oF ondly,, Becauſe as the Am of the ſtony Earth 
1 ont inſide, tho ſome Earth at top ſſie ws itſelf. when 
the great heat of che Sun comes . it. 80 'Perſeeck / 
Hons.Aiſopyer the Vanity of: thoſe who are not toucli d 
to.the,quigk with true Affeſtious, proceeding fromm the 


Fear 05 Gods, who n ave: fone ſhews of 
| Faith: Or, BY 14 18 b 1. 4 Ji. 9 4 3141 


© Thirdly, As the 1 of the Sun, which is vehement, 
brings tlie Wheat whica hath root to maturity; but on 
the dontrary; dries up: that vieh hath nd rot!: S0 the 
heat of carton bates the ſuperflaity, of Humours in 
the Good, but conſumes the Unſanctify di as toi their . 
Profeſſion, for want of the maiſture of Grace: 
Novy from ſuch Declarations of the. ſKeafomans 4s | 
Chat rater, of. Auch Hearers: we may draw: a more 
cular Deſcriptian of enn ſome it is am hardned Heart 
| in the bottom of it, althol tender in its: ſurface; which 5 
is not endow d with ſa ng Groos/” but-only'temporaty; 
and ſuddenly, at the the ch and leaſh "Oppolnion,?: this 
Mind is incenſad agaiuſſt ithe Truth, by it was. 
1 ee eee mea ſute mowda on) nod at 
0 45 At what in the Word! of God the V ale offentledg 
Firſt, At the profoundneſs of it as containing M 1 
| 1 ics above the diſcovery or .fearch ofi:catdd>Beaban. 4 
Huch is the Pride and Mantonneſb- Off fimfüb Wit, Tat 
it rofuſes to believe Nhat it canno wehenden Vie 
are not to ſuit our Sermons;/ari Df Scilp- 
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interpretations 
ture, according to the Thoughts ol NT but * 
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eee Net ae _— 
de all Dotiges RI Reafon's Bat, and 2M 
Sy her Ballance? as if they would attempt to weigh the 
Barth with a pair of Scales, or empty the Waters of the 
Nea by a Bucket. Its hard for buſie and inquiſitive Rea- 
fon to reſt in the depth of the V Viſdom and 'Conrifel 
df God, or to adore the unſcarchableneſs of his-Juig- 
„ments: The firſt Hereſies againſt the higheſt Articles of 


* 1 N +3 


1 


© Chriſtianity, the bleſſed Trinity,” the two Natutes of 
*- ;Chriſt, the Hy poſtatical Union, the Deity ot the 


Nur ſprung up firſt from the e eke repu 
aſters of Wit and Lea They ex 
| 1 Fooliſhneſs of the preaching of Chriſt's Apis, 
; | * Gor. 1.23 3: * 8 
etondly, The bandlüry or ftrifneſs of its Corruption 
ia tbe Heart deiſies the Will of Man, in matters of Liber- 
ty and Power, not lihing to have any Authority ſet over 
. to pinch or reſtrain it: VVe cannot ſubmit to the 
* Law, becauſe it is holy, Row. 8. 17. Heat and Cold, 
Elcfhand Spirit, are ever offenſive to each other. Hence 
n ways of God are drawn from 
anpelitick or carnal litereſts : Hande would not worffip 
© IRE Ferafolem,' for fear. left Iſrael ſhould revolt to the 
-Houſc oft David; 1K ings 12.27. Demetrius and his Part- 
ers wand not ſuffer Diana to be ſpoken: againſt, be- 
1 | Is egg their: VVcalth by making fitver Shrives 
8 8 "for 0 47 19. 2425. The Unregenerate may ber 
fadly, and pert hh muell to 'efcape Damnation, but 
* bs 5 mar parts of rigour, the unrenewed ſtumble, 
1 n en off the Treaty. Thoſe that offer d Net of 
= JO, ad their firſt-borm for their Sins; yet judg d it in- 
werte te pu wen the Treaſures: of Wickedneſs, the 
4 cn decritiuł 1) ces ri, 
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- Thirdly, The ſearching, convincing, penetrating, vertue 
ol the VVord, is offenſive to the Völeked, when it oatsto 
the —_— 28 S.. Stephen's Sermon did his Hearets, r 
2:54. Light diſcovers, and is therefore hated by Evil 
 Doers? Tho' the pleaſure of Sin be E | 
yet bitterne(s' at the bottom. It's the of the 
Vyond to manifeſt the Secrets of the Heart, to pierce 
like Arrows into the Hearts of God's Enemies, to divide 
the Soul and Spirit, the Joints aud Marrow, to be a 
_ difeerger'ofi the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, 
Heb. 4. 12. This diſoorety gauls the Spirits of wicked 
Men ; this is like the Voice of Gad to Adu in P 
diſe. Adar, where: art thou 2' or as the Speech of Abijah + _ 4 
to Feroboapt's Queen, Jan ſent 40 2hes wink bene T 4 
T King 1% 0! 69 5th to nde vid db 
„ Pourthly, The plaitinefs of the VVord:! Mens d 
| has more immediate acceſs to the Conſeie id 
$66 the ſtronger Operation upon it; humane Elegageß 
ſineneſs of VVit, delicaey profi . 
ſtops at the Fancy 1 and lite che C ſcl-railes ©: 
many to (und füllte \Sinners wou'd dale: Ta an,, 
where, if they could keep it ont of the Gate 
VVhen any in this Age magnifie polite and e, | 
Diſcourſes, difliking Sermons that are wholeſgnts wh fe 4 
is am act of Ter — og yo au ee * 
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recourſe ta the 


i * harden'd by the Sentence of Heaven, fo he is willtully: 


ei the Apaſtle): Hebo1z 15. let ay rim; 

We. Grace; of God, liſi any rout of ' bitterneſs ſpringiag ap 
Wo trouble you; and thereby many be daſiled. And it is rwbit\, 
Veihave great need as; all in:commaon;iſo.;evergone d 
pPagtieslar to take heed oft q f beides. thatinithOmoſt: i 
W- Faghfub; chete ate remaindets ef Corrupꝛiono iandiln- 


A ef. 8 


whom he pleaf 


dathi H complain 


a f. we be renew d w.the holy Spirit; God's Commands 
wilh be ſweet and eaſie; tho the Law is not poſſible as 


whow he will; lets: bim know, that as he i830 Iy 


hardened hy his on ftubbornneſs;-by giving himſelf 
up-to-a greedineſs in ſinning; hereby he brings on 


F himlclf-greater.indiſpolitions, co Duty, and ſtrengthens 
WW” theiAntipathy jnihingleartiagainſt it:. 


faith. 
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irmities,) by which we may f2}:06 ahg'Grace: df God, 
if zheyn be not awaken'd by fuch! Ad@bnitions zu ther. 


aro: Heargts1oof) thesV Vortl,:landgiÞrofeſſors of thei i 


Goſpel, who having no more than tome illuminations 
of Grate; e albfrom cũmmon Graces, aud from the 


appearance-of* true Grace; hich they ſeem'd 'tochave” | 


ſeutijy. becauſe it did not eater deep; but the Sun heigg 
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had for a time, guch as thoſe; whom,our;Lo doch g 
1 here characterize by, the ſtony Gr ound 50%. N nicl thers 0 
beirgno depth of Earth; the Seed falling ſprings up; pre: , 


75 
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riſen, it preſently withers, becauſe it haih no tot. Ihe 
who in {tony Ground, when they have heard the Wopyd, 
immediately receive it with Joy, and have no Toot in 
themſelves, and ſo endure but for a times after warde, 
when Afflictions or Perſecutions ariſe for the Words ſake, 
immediately they are offene... 
Do the more to.ſtrength:n and; comfort us againſt 
the Evil denoted, (the Revolt from the Faith) and te 
vexatious apprehenſions of it, which may occaſion Grief 
to the molt faithful and gracious Soul, we will add here- 
to the Reſolution of a Queſtion, whether the Ele& ang 
the Children of God may be ſuch Hearers, and of this 
ſort; of ; Ground characterized, by falling a ways? 
. . The Anſwer is, That they may comę very nigh them; 
Nay, for ſome time may be totally ſo, but not finally 
and for ever. To clear this, obſerve, That as thioſe bad 
Heaters may mud cſemble, by their, tempotal Faith, 
the good, come very nigh em, and yet not be of their 
Rank, ſeeing the Lord here doth particularly diſtinggith 
dem; the good Hearers may for ſome time, by, the 
weakneſs. Of their ſaving Faith, which; God hath im- 
pPlanted in em, veryymuch reſemble bad Heaters) With 
out being of their fort. But, more particularly: 
NK uſtified;P erſon may, if left to himſelf, commit 
any Evil, exceptithe Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; ſuch 
Wickedneſs as a Woral, Man, by the help, of a natural 
;Gonſcience,. would abhet. Aaron, was guil i 


an Idol: Thoſe Patriarchs,; Joſeph's Brethren, did due 4 
1y Murther him; and when they had flung him into a Pit, 
they ſat down to eat, denoting their horrible Security); 
* = <z 34 3 8 : T | D | . | i nor | 
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ep here ch 
i Eee ſor 1 
and his Godlineſs had been called in queſtion, had he 
| - bt been inſerted in the Catalogue of Saints. David's 
Adultery and Myrther were diſmally aggravated; He was 
rug, and his Crime anſwerable to his Grandeur; (Men 
if bigh Places, like the Sun in an Eclipſe, cauſe deſtru- 
i ve alterations to their lnferiours): He was fingutar- 
P priviteg'd by God, with Temporal and Spiritual 
bil! Mercies; for. him to tranſgreſs thus, may occaſion that 
Fi vut-&y, What nileſt thou, O Jordan, to be turned bach? 
The Fa&. was exceeding groſs, to 'deflour his Neigh- 
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This was a Treſpaſs againſt a faithful Commander, 


Wives, às Nathan wiſely reprov'd him, to take the poot 
Man's Lamb, was beyond meaſure ſinful: The Crime 
was attended with much deliberation'z' conſulting how 
to dover the Villany, or father it on Uriah.- Strange 


als this wicked Plot; he ſent: Urab/ with a Letter to 


fer in the fore-frotit, on putpoſe to be ſlain; and then 


But bſbeba for his Wife, delighted and rejoiced in her; 
dor de we fend of any remorſe in his Conſcience, till 
tlie Ptopfiet came t roure him: Then preſently, on the 
Keptoot be welted like Wax before tlie Fire; and if any 


Ou 
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— 1 ; © 5 18 > 8 ; 
y anke d. kin tbey met with Hard hips... 
Ene. 8 Mt fo „ Was àa compound of Virtues and Vices, 


bour's Wife, Which an Heathen might have bluſhd ar. 


ho ventur d his own Lite to preſerve his Sovereign's; | 
Abd Henee was ſhameful Ingratitude. He had many other 


char His Heart did not ſmite him all this while! TG cm. 


ub, for his own Ruine. Thus he laid in wait, like a 

Lyon, to devour the Innocent, which he had ſo often 
pray d againſt in others. To colour his baſe Deſign, he 
ordet'd* Uriah! with feveral Officers or Soldiers; to be 


Falls life to all. After theſe Miſcarriages, he took 


ate eitbolder'd by Diva's Sin, may they be as ſignal in 
XJ OI... 
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44> & 3 110 fi 1230 r 
beer OY 'Tho' Fete 11 0 7 I proceeded: from 
as accompany” wit h Lyingy Sweating and | 
Lo Mo in denying of his 7050 z an Evil which; he 
thought it {carce poſſible to fall into. When the Ser- 
vant-Maid accus d him, he did not baſe ly deny his Name, 
but that he knew not Chriſt ; cho Ay be knew not 
well what he ſaid, as if he haben intirely ignorant af 
the matter; and this he aſſerted before all that ſtood by; 
after a While, or as Maldonate ſuppoſes. three Hours, he 
diſowned Chriſt again; one might have expected that 
His Heart ſhou'd have troubled. him. within that ſpace 
bat inſtead of godly Sorrow, he proceeds to deny n- 
ſelf to be Peter, and that With an 1 0 Thus: did he 
offend againſt his on Conſcience, and ated, perfidion- 
Aly a againſt Chriſt. A 1 0 after, being acqus'd afreſh, 
ze devoted himſelf to the moſt horrid © Deftruction or 
aldgm2nt, if he knew 15 Chriſt; and theſe' Curſes 
he perhaps repeated, as that Expreſſion may imply, 
1 began to Curſe] and that guilt, wou'd be cremen- 
loufly aggr -avated, if that Curſing refert᷑ d ta Chriſt, Ana- 
CAO him: Vea, tho he heard the Cock; * 
he repented not, till our Saviour Jook'd upon him; o- 
ther wife he Dad deny'd him oftner, if tempted. LT 
. However, there is a plain N etwa the 


Falls of Hints and zinnerg, 12 5 e arten 4 
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I 4 the Ges oth » not cutter) e . one, as ae the 
eder Compare the Offence o Saul and David, and 
you'll imagine Sea! to be far ſeſs guilty ; he fpat d Ag 
with the beſt of the Spoil, pretending, they were. ter 
ferv d for Sacrifice, and that he durſt do no otherwile 
tor fear of the People; hence God rejected him. David's 
Crime was againſt the Light of Nature ; Saul's a AMoper⸗ 
ing a poſitive Command; not an Evil in itſelf, but as 
7-torbidden : Yet God ſhew'd Mercy to one, and not to 
the other; but tho the Grace of God was the ground 
: ob the difference, yet Saul contemn'd, or ſlighted God 
more than [David ; there was a more bitter Root in ke 
Heart: of the one, "than of the other. 
When David was cloſely rebuk d, he repented, and 
Inihediately: condemn d himſelf ; he had not thaw d ſo 
oon, had his Heart, like Nabars, been as a Stone with- 
in hit. Peter, that very moment that Chriſt look d 
on him, went out and wept bitterly. It's true, Saul and 
Na, both relented, and each cry d out, I have ſinu d; 
but the one, thro the fear of loſing his Diadem, or 
- temporal Honour, and the other from ſlaviſh dread of 
God not from love to bim, or faith in the Redeeme / 
IO Faith and Regenerating Grace cannot. be utterly 
1 yet the adopted Children of God are not freed from 
all Sin. The work of Sanctification is imperfect, and 
Believers [continually find Fleſh and Spirit ſtruggling 
within em. Hence they do not only ſlide into Sins ot 
-Surprizal, Infirmity and Ignorance, but ſometimes, into 
7 grievous Tranſgreſitons, whereby they incur the Father: 
Iy. diſpleaſure of God; contract the. guilt of Death, 
and loſe their reſent: 92 els for the Kingdom, of Hea- 
ven yet their Right to Gloty is not utterly overtura'd, 
their Adoption is Nase cancell', and the Seed of Rege- 
neration is not rooted out. Hence ſuch ©; 4 i 
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. furl, e. and in his Fe Ng 


is wotthy; of Condemgation z yet as an el bn and 
a Belie ver, he {hal | be abſoly nfs for the Me 87 Nelas 


: Chriſt. David, as. — choſen. of God, cou'd not drop 
NF mto eternal Flames; yet David, as an Adulterer and 
NR Murcherer, as 1 was To ST. Death, had 7 5 
E | ſhou d be 4. Thee l iderations, thou 
claſn in 1 yet are eaſily recondil'd 127 Fig 4- 
dorable Wiſdom, and aſtoniſhing Mercy of Gd; who 
ſo well looks to the Salvation Of the Nee 7 no 
olect Perſon ſhall die ia that. State in which he word 
be ercluded from the heavenly Happ mes; hüt by the 
exerciſe of Faith and Repentance renew d, he ſhall be 
reſtor' * to return. into the way. leading him to à bleſſed 
End: Hany 80 at a loss, how they ſhou'd be re- 
puted juſt before God, who; had contrated a; defert of 
eternal Death, or bow they {hou'd be Members of Chriſt; 
who had been Members of an Harlot, the anſwer is: 
obvious, he who regarded in himſelf, and in his proper 
Merit, is worthy to be deptiy d of the Grace of God 
and Salvation; yet being Fonbder d- in Ehtift, by his 
imputed Righteouſneſs, = and” accorditig to the. Counſel 
of God; he may be juſtify'd,. and Obtain everlaſting 
Life. The Galle of er Tranſgreſſions doth nor 
abtogate the ſtate, of. a perſon. reconcil't. to God by 
Jeſus Chriſt; it may indeed take away for, à time lay! 

| Yenſe or Comfort of Peace with Gods but it doth not 
diflolve the State of Juſtification, or refcind: the act ot 
God's good Pleaſure, loving them in Chriſt, or recall 
the Title to the Kingdom of Heaven t at doth nor- 
depend on our 3 — but on the free Ic i of the! \ 
ther, and our union with Jeſus Chriſt Wh 
immutable, makes the other. unmovable allo. They 
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105 $2 1 e rd of othe- 
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1.6 "blot" hiſt but preſently from the 
ber d tho“ lle may ay ſharply Correct 
1 ah 905 56 love hit, © Beſrevets, by Eheis 
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LOT 10 Will not loſe hib Iiitereſt in 
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feeing fome chat be offended or reddit in time f herſe· 
Fatto For here bx parcef of Ground enpesd en- 
by the Lord, to denote that there will be of this 
in the Lord s Field. We not then think it 
Hirter We are forereld it by the'ſs ſiguifcant 
rg that-reſembles the tony Earth; we therefore _ 
muſt not be diſcauragd in our” Faith wiede for: 
the Lord doth not only here pre- ſignify it bur theſe, 
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r arab E, to fote- arm us againſt Vexationſneſs an ſuch f 
r 255-1919 ink wo gy 
2. Let us think, when we ſee them wholly; hardned, 
what St. John ſays, in his Iſt Epiſt. 2. 19. They went ont fro 
1, becauſe they wene not of ut ; for if they had been of us, 
they would mo deut bave continued with us ; but it is that 
they may be mani feli that all were not of us. Like them who 
think and ſay of-the true Religion, That it is truly good, 
that it lows with Milk and Honey, is full of, Abele on 
Counſels and holy Inſtrꝑctions, and brings forth ame 
ſignal Fruits: Hutathey diſcouragethemlelves and others, 
in ſaying,; That to poſſeſs and hold it faſt, we muſt fight 
againſt thoſe who are as mighty in the World as Giants, 
yea, as the, ſtrongeſt Cities, and higheſt Walls; or may 
loſe: both Goods and Riches: Therefore they do not 


only ſpeak of returning, but indeed (Oh horrible Wic- 
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kednels !) they do return into ſpiritual Eggps, and en- 
tertain and keep themſelves (like Temporaries as they 
are) tothe Idols Temple; continuing alſo in Impeni- 
tenee, do proceed; from temporal Evil, horh'to.ſpiritusl 
and eternal Death: As thoſe that brought an evil Re- 
port of the Land of Cauaan, they died before the Lord 
with Plagues. Which pught to awaken the Children and 
the 1 — ee aye, themſelves from this unto- 
Ward Gencrayghe} di ieee i io mi. 12, 
This ſerves to arm againſt Heſpair and gal Hard- 
nels: For we ought not to pronounce a final Sentence 
of Perdition, | only becauſe the Children of God may be 
oo: tet ſome time, As the ſtate of a temporary, Faith is 
but for a time, ſo. this tate of Iperedy] ty. may be but 
or a time: As the moſt Faithful; as well as the Apo- 
tles may come nigh each other by their Infirmity 3 .o 
erke and Klect, the Regenerate may fall, but it ſhall be to 
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to die for his Diſciples when they:forſook him by rea- 
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ia the time of our Lord's converfing among them, had 


heard him often, and ſeen his Miracles, even theſe were 


drawn back from him, and did perſecute and ctucify 
him, in conjunction with their Governors. Let at 


St. Peters Sermon Three Thouſand Souls were converted 


of thoſe who perſecuted him upon the Rage of the: 
Phariſees, as appears by St. Peter's Words, AFs 2. 23. 
They then that had been for a time of this ſtony. Ground, 
were afterwards true Believers, and a People (as it 35] 


Faid in che laſt Verſe of that Chap!) adiled! 0 7e C husch 
ſueb ar ſhould be ſaved. Tho Judas, who revoltedꝰto 


maintain his Covetouſnefs, and to nouriſh him̃ſelf up 
in it, went his way, and ſtrangled himſelf, and receivd 
the Hire of his Tniquity:; yet ſome, tho immediately 
offended at the riſing of the Sun of Perſecution, being 
alter wards built up as lively Stones, were no more dead 


and barten in the Houſe of God: The riſing ot the Sun 


of Righteouſneſs, whom they had laid in the Grave, 
when he aſcended up into Heaven, enlightned em eſſi- 
cacjoufly by the Preaching of St. Peter, and the piereing 
Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, deſcending invifibly up- 
on em then to their Regeneration, as he was before vi- 
ſibly upon the Apoſtles for their Corroboration. 
Let none therefore deſpair of himſelf; for if auy 
grow: ſtiff-necked and hardens his Heart, then muſt we 
tear a like Judgment anfwerable to the Sin, ſuch as Was 
pronounced on rebellious Ephraim, Hoſea 9. 16. He wat 
ſmitten, and the Root dried up; and will bring forth 16 
Fruit. Let there be then alreturn by Repentance, wick 
bitter Tears for any Enormity ; let there be an appres - 
hending the Satisfaction given to God, by his Son, for 
this Sin, and for other Sins, remembring that he went 


me again by effectual Gtace. Divers of the Jet, twho/! 
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ſon! of Perſecution: Let there be Satisfaction given to 
the Church for this Scandal, after entring as an Eccle- 
ſiaſtick, to preach thè Vanity of all things, and Life it- 
ſelf,” the better to fear God and Keep his Command- 
ments, which is the whole Duty of Man, Frequent Re- 
lapſes in the primitive Church one confeſſes to be Salt 
that has loſt its favour, worthy. to be trodden under the 
Feet of God, and of his Church, tho' the Angels in 
Heaven, and the Faithful üpon Earth, rejoice at the 
Repentarce: of a Deſerter. Naab did not more willing- ' 
ly firetch fort his Hand to take in the returning Dove 
into the Ark with the Olive-Branch, that found no reſt 
for her Feet amidſt the Waters which then cover'd the 
Earth, than the Church of God willingly gives the 
Hand of Reconciliation to them-who return peaceablys, 
The Rogen will bear em up, to keep em from daſhing 
againſt the Stone, upon the ſtony Ground: The Faith- 
ful will receive em into the Boſom of the Church, where 
their Souls ſhall find Reſt through the Mercy of God 
and the [Merits of Chriſt, purely enlightned, which 
they cannot have in the midſt of the World, cover d 
in the deluge of Ignorance, as well as with the Blood 
of Martyrs. As the primitive Church, fo the ſucceſſive 
Church did not own thoſe troubleſom ones, the Noua- 
tiant, who would not receive the lapſed through the 
___ Perſecution of Decius, when theꝝ return'd penitently.: 
Tho they condemn'd the Heretics and F actious, yet 
they receiv'd the poor humble Sinners as Members. Our 
God and Father goes out to ſuch Prodigals of the Faith, 
and embraces em, when by his Mercy they return; 
then a beſt Robe (Chriſt, put on by Faith) is given em, 
never to be put off again. 
© 2 Int ſhort, they eſcape the Curſe which befais them 
who always remain obſtinate, and they receive the 
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Bleſſing promis t to thoſe whe: put _ * wr a 2? 
the 1 never to drawback.” Jer. 17 8 
Thus ſaith tbe Lord; Curſed is the Man 710 re att in 
Man, and maketh Fleſh his Arm, aud whaſe Heart 1 5972 
eth from the Lord ; for he ſhall 'be like the Heath in the 
Deſart, and ſhall * u ſee when Good cometh, but ſhall in- 
habit the parehed places in the Wilderneſs, in a ſalt Land, N 
and not inhabited : Bleſſed is the Man that truſteth in the 
' Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord ir; for he ſhall be as a Tree 
planted by the Waters, and that ſpreadeth out her Root, 
the River, and ſhall not ſee when Heat cometh ; but her Leaf 
ſhall be green, and ſhall not be careful in the Year of Draught, 
neither ſhall. ceaſe from geilding Fruit. He ſhall Boe be 
of that ſtony Ground which denotes | thole "who 
fall off. 
4. We ought from hence to arm the trul: Faithful, | 
che Elect, and Children of God, with ſtrong and ſweet 
Conſolation for it we truly believe, we know that we 
are not of the ſtony Ground, and cannot fall off alto - 
gether and always from the Faith. Let Satan ſuggeſt to 
our Hearts by his Temptation, and blow in our Ears by 
his infernal — the Jeſuits, and their F ollowers, 
_ -contradifing Chriſt as much as he can; yet they can 
never prove the falling away of the truly Faithful from I 
their Faith, We come trom hearing Confirmd: It is | 
not here Inder ters the truly Faithful, but of che 
: tem _— Ens Vo wn . 
e .; Examine yy 5 are not Temg Soft cie th io 
true, cries out "here the Faithful, greatly eue 
himſelf, we cannot indeed fail er i Fg al 
How ſhall I know that my Faith is any more that 9 91 
1 FM} TO o 91 201 1 LE 24 5 
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{- Then, de 
if we love them ws they do us the leaſt Good, or 


| - a = + CI BY : $FB. SE IL ; . * 


wes ;; do ye not know your own ſelves whether 
| be in yon, except ye be Reprobates? Let us 


Tearch if we have Faith..that works - by Love, Gal. 5.6: 


Love towards God, and Lave towards our: Neighbour ; 


whether we love God as a-Father,- that loves us even 
when he chaſtens us; whether we propoſe him for our 
Friend, when he treats us (to our feeling) as his Ene- 


mies. If then we can caſt ourſelves upon him, or throw 


_ ourſelves into the Arms of his Mercy, and ſubmit hum- 
. bly to his Chaſtiſem 


ent; then with Job, we will truil in 


0 


ſcending to our Neighbours, Let us conſider 


the moſt Harm; whether we bear em good-will when 
they provoke us by their ſtrange Carriage; whether we 


-are not overcome by their Evils, but by our Good over- 
- come their Evil: If we. have ſuch a Faith, let us con- 
"clude we are not of the ſtony Ground, or of a tempo- 
_rary, but of the ſaving Faith., And to. ſtrengthen this 
. cloſe Examination, look back how we carry d it ig 


times of Affliction. and Perſgcution, or in the days of 


Peace and Proſperity: Let us fee if under the great heat 

f Perſecution We liave been fixm and conſtants whether 
for thoſe Afflictions we were not ſcandaliz d ; whether 
de have not withdrawn as. Bankrupt from God and his 
Church; whether we have with joy and cheerfutnefs 
. believ'd the Word; and whether we do ſtill continue in 


this Zeal, for our ſelves and our. Parents; not regret- 
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. tips to have forſaken, all, as did our Predeceflors-;- but 
are content, as Maſes, with the Sufferings.of Chriſt, to 
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afflicted with the People of God, and to be reduced 


very lew, rather than to enjoy the abundance of al! 
things as tempotary Believers, when they can have thy, 


pleaſure 


Y 


1 


* £ Key wa Coen 
. Babylon. Do we f ch, things in us, and i | 
| Churches? Sa far we have the witneſs of th 1 * 15 
God, that we are nat temporary, but the Elèct, and 
loved Children ot God. The. Apoſtle remembers the 
work of Faith, and their Labour of Love, Patience: 
and Hope (that the Theſſalonians had i in out Lord Jeſus 
: Chriſt before God and Our Father) in his. Firſt Epiſtle, 
E | Chap. 1. 4. asclearing theirEle&ion, and adds for their 
confirmation, ver. 5, 6. Our preaching of the Goſpel hath: 
not been towards you only in word, but alſo in pomer, and 
inthe holy Ghoſt, and in full aſſurance z, as you know what 
we have been among you for your ſakes : You have alſo been 
Followers of us, and of the Lord, baving receiv d the. joy 
of the holy Spirit, theWard accompanied. with great Afflict i- 
on. It is then a. notable evidence of Grace, when we 
receive the.Goſpel with. joy, under tlie Sr att rice 
on of the World, There is a ſignal Promiſe made to 
ſuch fgithful ones, Rev. 3. 10. Becauſe. thou haft Rept TY . 
word of ny Patience, I will alſo keep thee iu the hour of + 
Temptation, which: ſhall be in tbe uufuerſal World, to try 
#hoſe that dwell on the Earth., It. is true, there is in ver. 1 T. 
added an Adecrtilemens witha ommand ;, bebol41 come © 
_ quickly; hold faſt that which t6ou bait, that none may. tate 
the Crown Frou thee : As from one (ile we ſhou'd not be - 
diſcourag d in the fierceſt Oppoſitions, by the Fear and 
Apprehenſions of em; lo we are not to be lack u 
the paſt Experience, and Promiſe of the future; vl 
look 7 15 one Eye on the Commands, with lie Ether 
on the Promiſes for our Encouragement. . And thus the. 
Faithful may reſolve himſelf in One Doubt. Methinks 
they will ſay to me, Yes, we ha ye, by the Grace of God, 
ſubliſted in a 00 and Tra 99 57 udien ee 
pen ws to us formerly; | 
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ov we knw hat we Thatf 5 another Teal 48d 
pradaps it may come to a greater perfection? 
"Behold, O Believer! 12 it come, if the Lord wilt. 
have it ſo, an univerſal Tryal: We have a Promiſe of 
being kept by him, who hatli enabled us to keep the 
Word of his Patience, the Goſpel, and the conſtant 
Profeſſion of it, amidſt Afflictions and Tribulations. Let's 
hold fa F the Pfomiſe, and keep the Commandments, to 
lovers to the End. 

Obj. But yet will ſome Faithful Hearts fay; We 0 
never 50064 thro' the Fire of Perſecution, and therefore have 
not had a Tryal: 5 the Tenth 1. our Faith, ore tha the 

8 2. 

10e theſe. as to all whb ale in che enjoyniient of: pre- 
* ſent Proſperity, we adviſe another way to know them- 
- ſelves. See whether there be any more in thee than com- 
mon 'Graces, in thy Underſtanding, Will, and Affecti- 
© ons ; whither thou haſt a particular knowlege of the 
Lord, and of his Grace, which eſtabliſhes thee day by 
day; a Zeal and ſincere Affection, which roots thee 
more and more in the Love of God: Tell me again 
whether ever thou haſt made any Proviſion againſt'an 
evil Day; at leaſt, ſome Reſolution to perſevere in the 
- midſt of Tributation; conſider whither That Reſolution 
was in all Humility, in thine own regard, ard in the 
Sentiment of others, in all Magnanimity, reſpetting the 
Lord, from the apprehenſion of his Promiſe, with dif- 
| fidence of thyſelf, and a becoming confidence in God, 
| calling 1 upon his "Naine" ? In the mean time, look well 
if thou quitteſt in thy Love and Affection, what, thou 
mult in effect part with, or what for Chriſt, Bis Glory, 
his 51 0 anc d his, Members, thoti already 2 ups 
not 8815600 > Sub erflqitics, but alſo of th 
dies; A all, W deter thot haſt an Affection which 
| | enlivens 
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conjointly in the newneſs of the fpiritual Life: thou dieſt 


Thoughts, as Anger and Wrath. Doſt thou find theſe 


mining ourſelves, we ſhall find a great many paſt 


Concluſion upon our bended Knees ; altho with Hearts 
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not only in the hope of 
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eternal Liſe, but 


unto Sin, and liueſt unto Righteouſneſs, in mortifying the 

Fleſh and its Luft, in crucifying the Old Man and its 
Members which are upon the Earth ; not only in Works 
of diſſoluteneſs but in thy Words, as to Back -· biting in 


things with deſigns deſires and endeavours to con- 
tinue conſtant? Then conclude, thou haſt the Faith that 
cannot fail wholly and alwaysSss 7 
But this Concluſion muſt: be made with all Humility, 
for the time paſt, preſent, and future: For in —_ 
t Weak- 


neſſes, as preſent, by reaſon whereof we mult make this 


lifted up as high as to the Fhrone of Grace, not only 
bleſſing the Eord for what he had beſtow d upon us, but 
begging Pardon of him for ſo many Failings as we 
have found in ourſelves, and finding out our own moſt 


Secret Gorruptions, by which we niay fall, we have ſo 
much the more matter adminiſtred to us, to humble our- 
ſelves before tlie Lord; fearing leſt we be overtaken by 


5. We ought to guard agaipſt a ſinful and dangerous 


Security; ſinee that the Elect and Children of Gad (tho 
they be not” thoſe bad Hearers, ſuch: as fall off) may 
Jet, not only in times of Adverſity, but in Proſperity, 


very much reſemble em; how:much reaſon is there to 

be awaken'd? We may think, I have true Faith, nay. I -- 

have been Perſecuted for the Word, I may then give 

wing or ſway to my Deſires; I have no fear to fall off 

ſo as to poriſh, for that diſcovers we have not receiv g 

the Goſpel with a firm fixt and ſtable purpoſe of ſerving 
: God thoroughly, as we ought'to do, to live wholly ac- - : 
$1 + 3 | 


cording 


ö WW 


o Word. We mult argue quite otherwiſt 
I have begun in the Spirit, ſhall 1 miſera bly end in the 
Tieſh? 1 have an anchor of Patience, ſhall I ſink by in- 
conſtancy and Softneſs (be thou O my God my heiper) 
let me double my pace in keeping thy Teſtimonies) mort 
and more, finding tliee to ſtrengthen, and at the end to 
| crown ne. Wot MB&Y 7 bas ne 22. eadpuotlT 
Thus, by theremem rance of what is paſt, the Aps- 
ſtle, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, calls upon the Faith- 
ful to beware of Security and Lazineſs; and to: purſue 
conſtanily their coùrſe which is begun: Heb. 10. from 
de. $27 to thei end . Call to remembrance the former dais, 


inn d a great fight 


445 744 


Gtotding to his Word. We mu 


an which after je were illuminated, ye endlun 
- of Afickiant; partly whilſt ye were made 4 gazing flocſ, 
* both y reproce hes and afflictions, and: partly whilſt je H- 
\tome Companions of them! that were ſo 11s dz for per had 
- Compaſſion of me in u Bond, and tobl jeyſuly the ſpoil- 
g your Gocds,: knowing in yourſelves, that ye have in 
Heaven a beiter and an enduring Subſtance. Caſt not away 
| therefore our Confidence, «which bath: great rerompenſe 6 
vf Rewards for je have need of *Patience, that after Je 
bade done the Will of Go, ye may inlirit the Promiſe z 
for jet a little while, and he that ſhall come, mill come and 
wil not tarry; nom the Juſt fball live by Faith, but if any 
Min dram back, my Soul ſhall: have: n pleaſure in him. 
Sc then, according to che continual Deſign of the Apo- 
dies Exbortation, we muſt not preſume tobe ſecure; 
but we muſt-call it to: mind, for our encouragement and 
paerſeverence; and to this he exhorts us by all his 
| *Epiſtles,' not to harden ourſelves; and fail of the Grace 
| proposd unto us; viewing the Example of the Apo- 
ſtates, which have drawn back. Tis net that hie pre- 
| ſuppoſes any more than the Lord does here of his Diſei- 
Ples, in explication of ſtony- ground falling away; * 
io e | tne 


r 222 
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faithful can, do IX wich — << 1 to 8 * 
ae their own mfirmities: es to ſpoten to 
em of thoſe Reyolters, A ftates,' in the beginning of 
the 6 Chap. Heb. he adds, Ver. 9: but we are perſuaded, B. 
loved, | better things of 3 jou, and things that abcompany Sab- \ 
vation ʒ tho we ſpeak this. "And argue inthe nextFer; from 
what God had already done in them, even in Afflictious, 
for God is not unjuſt, to forget your work and labour 
of Love that ye have ſhewn to his Name, in that ye 
have ſupply d his Saints; but fays he, Ver. 11, 12. Ve 
defire every one of you would ſhew | he ſamè diligence, to the 
all aſſurance of hope unto the end, that y. m [rot becomje 
ſloath ful, but followers 'of * thew "who thro* Faith and Pan. 
ence inherit the Promiſes, _ 

We muſt then, my Brethrda, not be floathfül ſor aig! 
Good that i is paſt, or preſent; but more vigorous; be- 
cauſe we carry about us a Body full of Infirmity and 
Corruptions, y which che World 7 Satan endeavour 


to overtake us. 
Take heed in Atverfity: and; aM in times of Proſpes ; 


rity: 5 for that x urpoſe, it the treacherous Fleſty und de- 
ceiving World, by fair Semblances would promiſe to 
us good things ; Eixfe, Health, Liberty, Life it- 
ſelf, or as the falſe Prophet did Nehemiah, to diſ- 
courage him from biiilding the Houſe of God, to diſ- 
hearten him in his holy Service,; and to entice: him to 
do contrary to bis Duty. Let us aſſemble i in the Houſe: 
of God, Heb. 10. 25. that is, his Temple t ho Nunnb. 3. 
38. that was forbidden to all, but to the Prieſt, upon pain 
of Death, an d ſbut the Temple: door, for they vill come to ſay. 
thee, en in 755 night will they come to ſlay thee, Neh. 6. 10. 
Let us anſwer courageouſly; as Næbemiab did, V. 11. Shall 
uch a Man as] flee? and whg it there, that being as I am, 


would go into the F to ſave 21 259 21 will not enter in. 
F t. ni * Be- 


1 * 


eee. 
3D 


7 — T — * . — 
$i. <P 10 01 15 Ye 257 NS IT 05 185 fr 4085 I N 4 5 
Behold, by;the Grace of God. 1 have fön, 8 
have hitherto vanquiſh'd the Enemies of my Salvation, 


Temptations. and Perſecutions; and ſhall I now fly, 
ſuch a one as I? or ſhall I Lye ? No, I will not do what 
thou deſireſt, O thou weak and treacherous Fleſh, neither 
what thou per ſuadeſt me, O abuſed, ox abuſing World; | 
for, if I ſnou d walk after the Fleſh, and gratifie it, I 
ſnou'd die; but if 1 by the Spirit mortifie the Deeds of 
We that are good Soldiers ought to encourage our- 
ſelves to the ſubſequent Fights that we are to meet 
with, by the preceding Combats that we have already 
had, and ſhou'd take it for a point of Honour, not to 
be vanquiſn d. AS David, 1 have killd the Lyon and 
the Bear; God will deliver me from this uncircumciſed 
Nhiliſtin, Whatever Goliabs, let em be as many as they 
will, (as St. Paul ſaid) God hath delierd me from the 
mouth of the Lion (Nero the Perſecutor). He will deliver 
me from every other evil Work, from the Sin of In- 
conſtancy, and Impiety of Apoſtacy, provided we look 
up by Faith unto him, who will ſtrengthen us, more if 
we obſerve his Commandments, as well as eye his Pro- 
males for our Encouragement... nt. 
6. Be more mortity'd and comforted againſt the Ap- 
pre henſion of ſuch an Evil 5 let us duly uſe the Sacrd- 
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went of Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. 

Hirt, Baptiſm ; for tho it has been adminiſtred to 
us in our Infancy, we muſt improve it when we come 
to Tears, to the very laſt day of our Life. In this Sa- 

crament we have the Promiſe of our Regeneration, 
which comprehends.in it the abolition and deſtruction 
of our. ſtony and flinty Hearts of our ſtony ground, and 
we have the promiſe of the moiſtnings and waterings of 
eur dry withering Souls, by the pouring out of NY 
3 pirit, 


— 


** 


DV TI EY 


Water upon 
with theſe 


Let us 
races and 


F< A = - 


I 


Hearts; and let us pr; unmengen 
God hath promiſe Us, under. 9 ns of his. gteat 8 8118, 


n we ſhall be more ghd 


141 


554 - & £ 1 
of the Son 
Vel 2 N 


: 4 * "0 
* = r . 


r. yo” TA 125 
by _ * 


f * * L 


to 


% 150 more., to wy "a I W 100 180 r 3 
9 85 85 125 hard, as We are by Nature, we ſhall 
ec me ſx iritual, 'moiſten d atid fanctify d ; of weak ones 
"we ſhall become ſtrong, of fearful ones more couragious, 
8; live more cpirituall and eternally, For this pur poſe, 
let us Ptopoſe. not only the Signs of the Bread and 
Wine, but the Things fenity'd: The Body and Blood 
of our Lord crucify'd, Fed) for us, for the Remiſſion 
of our Sins, to eat and drink in a ſpiritual manner, 
© the Body and Blood of our Lord ; applying em 
by a particular Apprehenſion of Faith; his Body 'w 
"once crucify'd for me, me. in particular; theBlood. = 
7 ": ſhed for me, me-in particular, for 'fo are they given to 
our Faith, that we may be nouriſhed” in Hope, and 
in. Aſſurance of Spiritual and Eternal Life, Joh 6, Ver. 
4. He that eateth my Fleſh and drinketh 'my Blood, bath 
15 e (not Temporal; nor ſimply Spiritual but) Eternal; 
mi that not only for the Soul, bur alſ6 for-the ody, 


for he will raiſe it up at the Laſt. Pay. Thus are we certi- 


I 


1S kyd by the 1.4 Biel 139 85 that we are not the ſtony 


-; Ground; or of t mp ary Faith, that fails; but of 
dhe ſaving Faith. jibe ig eternal Life, Indeed we receive 
particularly the living Root of Orace, the Root of the 
Stem of Jeſſe, the Lord Jeſus, who can never wither 
week decay in che Hearts of true Beltevers, altho it may be 
| fol in regard c of the Branches in their Mauths' and Hands, 
by the ardor of Perſecution, either of the Fleſh, or of the 
Wolld, or of Satan; nor by the heat 2 great Word, 
Which Contains g great Conlolationl) even of the divine 
4 Jyſtcs becau zule! it aun and abounds in the ſtock of 
00 ul i teolifnels 85 to feed? us and cover” us before 


$$ 110 


Loc; 


Ache let af this comtart outſelves, and Fight 
the good Fight, andy finiſh our courfe with Joy; for we 


are 


te je, 1g _ So in 1 Te which: hath 


Joy which ſhall have its increaſe and Golly ; 
2 needful meaſure of it in this Biß 


Servants of the Lord, Enter into the 
if, as faithful Diſciples (Lale 22. 28.) We ſhall ele tere 


: yover-ſhadowingit, by. drawing away. the Moil ture and 
1 Feat of the Earth from it, and by hindering the ou - 
ences of the Sun from.cheriſhing it. The Cares of the 


Compliment, 3 (hall be taken away bu at 
,ACCO 

te;cand fully 7 cgi. 

* 0 the fait a 

Joy IR, Maſter ; 


pleated z whenas it ſhall be ſaid to, 


with the Lord in his Temptations and Combats, which 
it behoves us to ſuffer for him; for his Name's fake, ac- 
cording to his Promiſe, Ver. 29, 30. He will diſpence to 
us a Kingdom, that we may eat and drink at his ws, 44 
ere 


his Kingdom, namely the Kingdom of Glary : For 


_ now we go to this Table of Grace, and are made glad; but 
hereafter we ſhall be at his Table of Glory, in more 
houour and joy. than at all the Tables which Kings can 
provide; for we ſhall. be. in everlaſting Joys there, and 


poſſeſs the Kingdom of Heaven, with the. Crown of 


_ everlaſting Happineſs, by him, Jeſus. Chriſt, our Lord; 
to whom with the Father, and with the holy Spirit, be 
Honour and Glory z. and to us Happinds and Bleſſed- 


0 neſs. Amen. 


Tbirdiy, The Thorny Scand., 11 Pre ippn.thoras, 
and the - <p ſprung up and choaked; thers, Matth. 14. 57. 


and it yielded no Fruit, Mark 4. 7. The diſtracking Cates 


of the World, like Thorns, hinder the Corns Trowth, . 


World are : Thorns that choak the Seed of the Watd, 
Matt h. 13. 22. and they are, fitly 1 W becauſe 


they pierce and wound the 18 cat 99 7 | 
it, by alienating the Mind from G wp ce 
_ diverting it from its great and 9 ary, Emp 80 4 


v BK darkening and extinguilhing, the Candle ofthe e ö 


88980 jels, b 


| C 


by rler ig hole 2 which þ Wender the 

Wt,” and have the entire e And ad bee 
Wer may enquire into | 

I. The certainty berivf Tet 

2. How Lafts reſemble Thorns. 
5 3- More ee, what it nnderſtood. by the Gares of 
15 33 the D Jeers 22 7 of Neches, and: 2 La of ober 
hingt. 

4. Hom thee : The ns col the Word, and render it ur- 
profitabl 1 £ 

$ Application. 
1 irth, the certainty Peet. The vid Experience of all 


ges does make it fully evident. Alas! how many by 
Tuch Luſts of the Fleſh do hunt after worldly Riches 
Honours, Dignities and Pleaſures, Revenges and Strifes ? 
"Secondly, Theſe are they which ourLord hath princi- 
"pally repreſented by the Thorny Ground; prefiguitying, 
&that choke will be ſuch as there were from the beginning 


a 


ot the Church. The firſt falſe Member of it, Cain, was 
uch a one, who by the Luſt of Envy, as with a Thorn, 
ſtruck righteous Abel to Death, and ſtruck the Heart of 
8 Patents with Grief. But Abel, as to his Converſation, 
..carry dit as a Child of God 80 Cain became the Father 
ok the Sons of Men, and is oppos d to the true Church ; 
3 40 falſe Members of the Church do follow Cain by one 
of, Another, and will do ſo to the end of the World ; 
* ko g may not think it ſtrange if we lee ſuch in our 
e Aenne. This is the end of the Parable of the 
tes 'fow'd among the Wheat, Matth. 13. 25. When 
e tee it accompliftid, ſay, that the Lord is true, yea, and 
- tliathe| is mereiful to foretel it, we may take heed of the 
: Cantaxion ſo much the more. For; as St. Peter ſpeaks, 
Au che eondufionot His laft Epiſtle, Cheap. 3. 17. Ne there- 


5 aber 5 "beloved," ſeting we rom theſe things, beware leſt 75170 
eln 5 


"DE e 


Es * 5 9 . * 


bang 2 9 with the error n ng, from ja 
own fd tei. od Wers 
Indeed it concerns us to look about us, xcauſe that 
fuch an Earth, altogether Stony, tendsto be urfit;, For 
as Judg. 10. 15. When the Bramble domineer'd* aver the 
Trees, Fire came but of it, and devour'd the Cedars of 
Lebanon; fo whit theſe exceſfive' Cares of coveteous 
Thors prevail, Fire cometh forth and devoureth $45 
the haughtieſt and moſt raiſed ones in Riches ; 
particular Puniſnments, or at laſt by the deere 
and moſt deſolating judgment, on particular Perſons, 
or a whole Body of People, utterly confuming em. 
When a whole Country is Briars and Thorns, the Bows 
and Arrows enter in, Iſa. 7. 24. What wonder then, 
when Men and Women are Briars and Thorns in their 
ordinary courſe of luſtful Converſation, that then the 
Lord comes with his Army of Juſtice; to burn up all, 
Micah. 7. 4. The beſt of them is a Briar, the moſt upricht 
3s harper than a thorny Hedge; the day of thy Watchmen and 
thy Vi tation cometh, now mall be their Perplexity; the 
fs of Viſitation denounced by the Servants of "Go 
approaches. A 
Thus David, 2 Sam. 23. 36. tay, the Men of Belial 
Wall be a u of em as Thorns, thrift away, becauſe they cannot 
be taken with Hendr ; but the' Man 7 2 Hall tonch thiw, 1 
muſt be fenc'd with' Von, and the flaff of 4 Spear; and 
they Pall witerly be burnt with Hie 17 the fame 5 ol. . their 
own Houſe wee? Country. God can make he Wicked 
a+ Fire of Thorns; which paſleth uick' away; ſo'fobn 
can he deſtroy em in His Wrath: but ift ne Pat 85 
in this World, he kindles quite anothet Fire iq che ent. 
a Fire which laſts everlaſtingiy, Heb. 6,7, 8. For: he 
Earth which drinketh in the Ras that Lad often an, 
and brings forth meat * them atk 5 it is dreſi d, re · 
cerveth 
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4 le out Ged; yy —_ which bears Thorns 
5 | hs: 3 ref and is nigb unto curſing ; whoſe end 
; ty be burned, . namely, everlaſtingly. It we wou'd not 
| 185 the burning of ourſelves and our Country tem- 
porally ; and if we wou d eſcape everlaſting. Flames, let 
us not bs of this thorny Earth, detain d from making 
our due Profeſſion; let us not always be of this thorny 
Earth, if we have been of it, but eminently. make our 
Profeſſion apparent, in an holy and ſtrict Converſation, 
not walking in the Luſts of the Fleſh, and of this World. 
Not to leave. any Soul in dread and fear, or todiſcou- 
rage any weak Believer, let us note, the thorny Earth 
are thoſe, .who while they profeſs the Truth, are 
hinder'd from making the. full work of the Word of 
God, as to the common Virtues, or rather ſingular 
Actions of Chriſtianity, who only bave the Corps and 
the outſide of the Chiiſtian Life, tho they exerciſe par- 
ticular Virtues; notwithſtanding they come ſhort in the 
fingular effects of Piety and Charity, with reſpect to 
rticular defaults, the faithful, nay the moſt advanc d 
"amongſt em, may be of this Thorny Ground: For alas! 
how many pious and charitable Actions do not come to 
their full perfection, by ſuch remaining Luſts as hinder 
em? We ſee Thorns in the beſt and faireſt Fields of 
Wheat; which ſuffocate ſome of the Grains, notwith- 
ſtanding that they generally overcome the Thorns, yet 
the beſt of Souls have many good Thoughts, Reſoluti- 
ons and Actions choak d, thro' particular Luſts. For 
ſuller il luſtration, \ fre; Martha, tho' otherwiſe a holy 
9 bra Luke 10. el pecially at 30 and 41 
Verſetz of o notwithſtanding, cumbring » herſelf with 
many t hirgs, hinder d her . then by the, W for 
4 fate as RELA viſter We i. 


* « * ; 5 — 
7 Demas 


Fe... 


ax 
: Vl Fat and: reateſt; Lukę 22 21. 0 
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mild wholovd this me Worth, gia our de 
Work of his;Miniſtry; with be. cle £3 Ab fa 
-Two.-ot; the moſt excellent Apo es St ames a d 
$6, J0bu, were retarded t@ghink (on, and 701 Hs 8 
 Grofs with Patience and ,Co 5 the L. Fi 
Honour and Grandeur, it Ty (Ps. e 14 
right Hand, the other at the. | t. gin K 
paled temporal-Kingdom of bellt et i ß. 20 19 50 


„Ney all the mana 755 here yen 028 0 
nn” v 62315; | 


courle-of - Humility! and true, bark Bk Ti.A 


Happen d a ſirife among em, w 


i 7974 154, 
' But above all, we may obſerve.t 18 10, , 5 15 
Li dined j in Leal and Duligeng jn fighting; Fre 8 = 
3 Peoples nay-in Jure rand Pictyy, BE 
XY Eleſtrandbliyes.zigdefring Pleaſure, and ,Ealc .. 10 
that he fell into, Adultery andMurth Fo: did 


rt 


The baerkeudete ea faithful Sul may, well at th tte 
| ing Gel BY: 


how much de is/binder djin his goods 
ibis; beſtepuspoſes apd-efforts.,, by the Splicit 
Luſts which entec within 3 by ſome 2 920 ? EK 
only 9gainſt; e ene ae Jade 
Pious, Equitable, Charitable, Righteous, N 
Eind as M ſhog d beg The caſon. may, Pg, 
n Althel welbe 1 ve, hayet The ; 1 
Corruption! I know {2 570 4 

F in e (tht) is in my Fleſh.) g 046 eee 17 
1 to will is preſent, with ane grout bow 2 1 ? er 175 that He 
IM 294, Hes not, 9. * e 17 5 
aus by che permiſlign of pd; Fora l as 2 Irv, 

2 Com. A, 24 Werke) a Thorn in Bs che Foltfe 

of a Sword, ſome Tack chiefly. ot, l E, W tis probab 
= - wende througtnnhe kart eney.of an . 47 


- — 1 


W In 0) The Soom 


N Ace 105 ee in partz 
et we tuft 985 think we are tatited with thoſe that 
e wholly fo and fully; and who are to be Burnt with 

i Firs of of God's Wrath. ' Bot if the Believer groans 
ith St. Paul, Row. 7. 17,24. Becauſe he finds there 

is a Law in his Menibers thro' Luſt, thar'he does not the 

good that he Woü'd z after he lit» ery'd out: O 

wretched Man that 5 4 ! who ſhall deliver me from'the 

Body 7 l. he muſt give thanks to God by 

briſt, and fd afk hirafelf that he ſhall be deliver 

y His Grace. 8 

N. erefore from ſuch Reflexion, let us ce e a 
lation reſults to the Faithful, in the midſt of the 
Segel 'Deſolations ; in finding themſelves Prickt and 
adi tbled'witt theſe Thorns in che Fleſh! For tho” 
y pictee their fad and Pious Souls with-hold that Joy- 
folves which is deſtrabie, and often quench ſome Ex- 
efciſes of Piety and Charity; yet this muſt not over- 
turn their oh CO being fav'd, thro the Grace of the 

12 55 Jeſus; eh 18 0 pleat enough to ever all our 

rletions, he is able (ik e abounds i Mercy Y'tb | 

Held” dur In! firmities. We. muſt in this eaſe feel thoſe 
Thoras with a need of Pardon, and of his Grace to over- 

cone Our Corru es Our ſtudymuſt be, that this be 

'notity'd to the” ord b y Prayer and *Supplication: Let 
us ſhout and ery but in praying to the Lord, that he wou d 
Pleaſe to ſtrengthen us ici our whole Combate againſt 
prickin Pg {ting Lufts. Then we may not deſpair 

Grace, altho“ for a time we feei it not: We 
duc the L on dot not hear us, as to the thing we 


90 yd fot in pale yet his Grace wilt ſoffice, his 
Power will help alf our Tofitmities.| 5 © 


717 ] ð2 ought" rocte- 
wember from Lada and to flatter our ſelves, not indulging 


to 


ſubject to the Luſts of the Fleſh; 4 1 He 1ars. and N | 


dds EE & 4 as 14 _ —_— 
2 "of % 4 b 1 4 * 1 
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ito: oy due to-reſit's em 4 als our mi 
indeed tho we ought to watah not to be 2 of 
the dced thar fell by the way-lide, or on the ſtony Ground; : 
yet more particularly, when we come from hearing it is 
ordinary to the Faithful to be as the tharny Earth. 
Think not theſe are the Wortflings: which we.ntulk de- 
-wate not tofellow'z Ware kee need nat Fear, 
for the: very beft. m be grievoullg ſuffoeated by the 
Cares and Luſts of this preſent World. It is, Ch up t 
them that are awaken'd from the night of 1 | 
and unto whom the day of. Knowledge is come; 

of warnin 5 Boon: 13.14. Mohe'not * Ant . Halb, 

to fulfil: the: Luſts: tbereof; Walk not in Niotir 
Dre not in Chambering and Wantonne 5, not 
in Strife and Envying. 5 

Nor det us think it is only ſome. of the eichen. 28 
TLoung ones, the Childrea or Servants, that arę more 


Thorns are ſeen in the drieſt, Ground, 0 are Luſts 


in Men advanced in Years, or withered, and. nigh. to the > | 4 


Grave, to whom this Exhortation is made, not to:loye 


* 


the World, nor tbe things of the Wor 
14, 15. Not only to thoſa 3 little Chi 2 
young Men; but to Fathers in the Faith of Chr, Who 
_ eminent in Virtue. 3 
Suppoſe not that it is the Faithful who. \ have. 20s, 
Nona and Pleaſures, aun, good Things. of, thi 
Life, that this concerns; but know; | Sethe 5 | 
Poor are to take heed of being overtaken hy L 
true, that the other ought to be very careful, ſa the 115 
of a lower rank nothiag leſs. cautious; fat as to. thoſe 
that have Riches and Hoconts this will deceive em 
they follow the Vanity of their -Judgments, and 
by ware if they have not _— to en lere 


I | 1 Fob: 2. 
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. td gsi when the * neh Nun Garry 
e 2nd bindef d by: Eis great Rithes — 
: Hire MIA. 76 rc r ther atiett Kaan ſhafl-bardiy 
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The Poor, they may 0 1 in a little, as well · as the Rich 
A0 80d nec And ralds 1 how. many are there; that 
aufermote than they Have, to follo wand nee, 
be Fleſhang of; the World.“ : 
30 GA they may eaſily, thro' the n of 
Nee ive themſelves over tocovet orto envy others, 
55 Hondas anck by ſuch Luſts, grievouſly hinder 
er lte Ale earn Plery, Charity and Holineſe. 
oer; miſt learn that of St: Paul to the 
Tel 2 content wich ſich thiags as they have, 
to, know how 10 want and — to abound / how to be 
a ay mt H ſufftthdnpet.:i And: che belt for every 
Mir isst AN AvitH raff 2 that Prayer of 
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needs to be wee ed, ſo. the. belt Hearts need 105 14 
rid .of the Pt WP Ow of evil Concupiſcence, * | 

ge not terrify d by the number, of choſe Lifts. . 


Oe Cheb. 17. 15.) exhorted the, hildreng 7 ph to 
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gunt up to the Foreſt, and tocut it down to ma bon 5 
ſo we, ought to be that our Jeb, our, Lord ſeſus, 
he, exhorts us to cut down this Foreſk of Corruption it 
us, that Sl Seed of the Word, with its a W * 
| Rolinelhy,ma ve place in our immortal Souls, .. 

Be nor ke pai doathful one in the Field, over; growa 
with Briars = N the Wes be nad coyer d al the 
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The Lord will look upon owith PR: 
us as, Lillies among the Thorns, 2 TH 
buffer that, the, inward Thorns, « 
ſhqu'd cqiſume all the good Seed, b 
good Seed daily to pluck out,the Thor 
luffer, theſe, altho' they wound. 
tice. to overcome it. When ſac 
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Maflacre flourtfh'd ſuddenly in the eee of the 
innocent Ones (altho the Ad verſary dream d contrarily) 
chewing what has come to paſs, and will yet be, that 
the Church does flouriſh in the midſt of the moſt prick- 
ing Thorns. If we improve in Piety, and every truly 
Chriſtian Virtue, in the midſt of the Thorns within 
and the Thorns without, as in a Field in which 
are ſurmounted, we ſhall yield a fair and good Harveſt, 
and ſhall be gathered into the Lord's bleſſed Granary, 
there to remain ; not to be caſt out, but to be tann'd: of 
award and outward Thorns. there: In the mean time, 
the Chaff, every Thorny Herb, the Scandalous and the 
Hardned ſhall be caſt into the Lake of Everlaſting Fire, 
Matth. 13. 42; 43. The Juſt being rendered by the Grace 
of God, fhining as the Sun in the Firmament of our 
'heavenly Father's Kingdom. © | 
2. How Luſts reſemble Thorns, © 
Firſe, Thorns are not fow'd with the good Seed, but 
Men are ſowed among Thorns, and fo the good Seed 
Falls among Thorns. The faithful Sower of the pure 
Word of God, not introducing, but finding Thorns a- 
re- hand. And by the way we may diſcern the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt; from thoſe who are Antichriſts; the 
Faithful and Diligent, from the Lazy Sowers of the 
Word. The one preaching the pure Word, excites good 
Thoughts and'good Deſires: But the bad Sowers, in 
-preaching their own Notions, ' and the Fancies of other 
Men, excite the Thoughts and Deſires of the Fleſh and 
the World. They fow. Yhorns, they cauſe Thorns, 
needleſs Scruples in the: Conſciences of their Auditory. 
_ * The. Popith Preachers preach the Word of God, the 
Remiſſion of Sins by the Mercy of God, by the Merits = 
of our LotdJeſos Cprict; but preach” together with it 
papal” Ihdulgenees, the jitdiciary Abſolution of the _ _ 
kid i the 
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* OpibioniofchbiowiyMethr by waedly 
Satisfactory, and the brave Merits of 'Fethble Saints z 
by the VVorks of Supererogation, exkitifig in the en 
Wo their Auditory divers Luſts of the 1 fs - 4 | 
VVorid; Riches, Pleaſures, Profits. Seting' 1 
ü fo eafiy have Pardon, by purchaſing Indah Ge Ag 
us rather call their VVork Arrogant VVots, chan 
VVorks of Supererogation. 
Faithful Miniſters, in preaching only the Pure VVotd- 
of God, 'repretiend every LEuſt of thie Fleſh; they en- 
deavour to mortifie the Fleſh atid the Laſts 'therebf: 
As we wage VVar, ſo we fow. Now as We do not walk 
after the Fleſh, 2 Cor. 10 3. ſo we do net VVar flor 
ſow after the Fleſh; but Ver 72 we caſt» down the imays- 
nations, und every big eb thing thut cats iel a 7 the 
_ knowledge of God, ud wi bring tory th 11 K be 
_exce of Chriſt, This we are to watch unte Kictr utwölr 
Diligence, to caſt away all the Therns in wing 
the VVord; fot alas! we a em before hand in the 
Hearts ef Men. 4 00: "ge 
_ .  Srrondily, As the Thom w 1p; . ben . bd 
Seed was eaſt into the e e Thor ee a 
with it) thus theſe Cares tes Add Wedge Lults, = 
together with the good Thouglits:Defites arid wot = | 


Virtue which come from the Word z povtrents to 
che tenms of our Text, chefs Thoths are Tail (6 be cet d 


into the Hearers 3 fot, tho they reſſde there befdfe in the 
Man's Heart, yet nevertheleſs at the begititing they ſeem 
not to reign z but after the Word is riſen, as Wheat, 
and gives ſome fair Hopes, then thoſe Thorn (tiew's 
ſelves immediately: Thus, alas! e thefſpirr- | 
_ - tual HusbandtyiC which is is {een in the teft 
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Inn end Thorns: 3 = Wan the Seed: of the pure Word 
lawn, (yer Man wages the Thorns of Lal by his 


den Corruption 
N As Therschoak the Seed, Mark 4.7. ſo here 
ſe, Lyſts,.choak the: good Seed, that it yieldeth no 
y py At. alt no Fruit to perfection: As ſometimes thorny 
Xo grow yp ſo thick, that they-root up the Grain of 
e good Seed ; ſo do worldly Cares and Luſts, by the 
multituge of em, drive dut the good Inſtro&ions. of the 
"Wy ord; and xoot.up the Very. Blade. Wicked Affections 
gain ground in the Hearts of Men, ſtifle the Vigor of the 
Aheavenly Doctrine, overeome the progreſs of Faith and 
Kepentance, Piety and Charity, and other Virtues taught 
* the Word. The bad Herb, ſpecially | a thorny one, 
.\grows eaſily and. ſuddenly, in heighth and breadth; 
preſently, ſpreads it {elf at large in a Garden or Field; 
1{othe.evil Concupiſcences that are in Man- s Heart grow 
J apacę, and ſpread far and wide, rather than Virtues. 
I horns and other hurtful Herbs choak by their Shade, 
which is too great; with their divers Stalks, brond 
* * e F i ame theſe Concopiſeences, 
aged Tho ky u © Werd of God doth ſugg zeſt; 
ont to I — — em languiſn and vanilh. 
o: Ehus theſe Hearers become-unfruitful; as Feld ful of 
d Biers ang Thorns z therefore, accordipg to St. Labe Ch. d. 
tler: end: be CE ILY to be the dener woher 
Ny have Heard, go forthand are chou E with Cares, Honour, 


siche- aud: Fleaſures of this. Lifes ami bring forth 10 Fruit 
| ent effet T Hod deut esgoE 118) IM 
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ig BodMiare: partie aty what ixumdant b,, "TY 
inte © The dupertiunus: Cares: of this, Nn ads d Kleff 
Hulnefs. „ Are they; not ſo many pricking 
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| pi Nee. 8 
tinie! Ne ies oH PU the fame ;. te art to chim as 
the Cengauitel v erb eg the People Or God becauſt they | 
bad 1 driven em out they were Thorns: 

and *Prickles: £6 the ſides — es z tomate them 
Wesp or put. due theilt eyes that micht not ſeel 
Spiritual andl Herventy things — — oboak the! 
good Inſtruclions of tbe Wbfd of God, thei{eekirigroff | 
the things of the Earth doe che Progreſs in the fpi⸗ 
ritual Lite, by the Care“ ot ther Corporal 1 andi the 
y ip hold on Eternal Life is pre verited; [bgnEmbgabing | 
the- emporal;' 10.2918) ar X 11160111 In bis 717 117 
1. The Cares ef this Worldf weimay-know'emiby 
their Names Kept ures | in the Or iginab, is well tranſlated; 
Care, Tbeughtfulneſs or Sollicitude; and theifecond 
Term *% 49/09 of the Age ; -p"the:CaresofithisiAgecor | 
World,” Wow by: Age let — i avectiingies | 
the Seriptuts;'in this appropriation of it, the Eime o 
this preſent Lifs, the common meaſure of itz for it is 
ab to the Age of Ages, or the time-obotherothen 
fpiritual': ere BAUR 2101 i6 iN VOY Pata} 
The ee thefcob rhis Age, are the Cares fob 
this Life, the ke ory pr ing to. it, in its temporal 
State, the fore" it well tranſlated;.thei Cares of: this 
World, as the Word is ho ep me and formally in 
cis Seile, © 0} Capi , The-Woid-in s aten n 

Wied Cards, I ben the Earth, and the Things 

 fertefttial ind tranſitory, oppos'd tor Heavens and things 
altogether heavenly and--enduring +: So many as there 
are of tlieſe Thing „ ſo many may be (by the Corruęti- 


on And Iafirmit 1200 05 of: theſe Caras and that o' 
Fa ere a >the right; On ille right hand; thoſe, 


Which ariſe in 8 ou matter: oft Joy as Health, 
Peace, Pro! perity," Tante * n 
? H. : ing 
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quent, and ordinary 
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Ing,” - Contrafts, * 8 ein, of —_ 
Life z nay, Life itſeif. On the leſt hand, thoſe which 
oceaſion Sorrow, as Sickneſs, In quietude, , Wars, Adver - 


firies, Captivities, Hunger, Thirſt, Nakedneſs, Peril, 


Sword, Laſſes of Goods, Eſtate, good Name, Parents, 


Husband; Wite, Children of-ulctul,, and delightful, Per- 
ſons, with a 


ppeararices and dangers of Death; nay, 
Death itſelf, cr mixed; and they are not of a ſmall 


number, but by thouſands; according to the term we 


find in St. Marr. 13. 23. in the ſingular and abſolute, 
1 


namely the Sollicitude; but here more di. 
ſtin&ly and abundantly. The Carts of this VVorld, as 
fo many fierce Souldiers which lie in ambuſh; in the ſe- 
creteſt V Voods, in the thickets of our corrupt Hearts, 
to (arp rize ws Theſe Cares are as hidden Enemies, 
binder the neceſſary accompliſhment of-the VVord. 
lere then is great need of the beſt of our Care to 
prevent all the hindrances we may meet with, in 
caring for Life itſelf. The Rowaviſt s Dream, to attain 
L know not what perfection for their Nuns ; and by 
their lying Doctrine — the Evangelical Counſelsz they 
perſuade theſe their deceivd ones; but we have the 
Commandment of the Lord to every "Chriſlian, to ſtudy 
to overcome the Cares _ this Les how. OS: fre- 
El. A 24: 1, HOI 4; 9:14 £8 
| To End Our theie Solliciendes, ore ought to diſk niſh 
and remember, that there are $ollicitudes of this Life or 
Age of the World, which are lawful Cares; and others, 
which are unlawful: The lawful are about neceflary 
things, convenient to our: ſtate, even terrene and tem- 
poral. Theſe arm not only not condemu d, but they arg 
2 eſly commanded by the Law of God, by the Inſtinct 
of Nature, and preſcription of Grace. Thus every one 
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Care one for the other ſo muſt the Heada of Heuſholds 
Have a due care of themſelves, arid of their Families; 
the Husband muſt take care for himſelf, and for his Witez 
the Wife for her ſelf, and for her Hushand; 3: Paxents for 
their Childten, ehiefly muſt they look ta their good, ho- 
neſt and pious Education; and Children for their Pa- 
rents; the Maſter and Mölireſs, to provide convenient 
: Work; and the Servants muſt take care af the Affairs of 
their Maſters, © Thoſe Sollicitudes are not ere tand by 
by our Lord, as contrary to the full fruit of: the Word. 
but the balawful _ both — — Nee | 
in things either ſuperfluous, not ing to the paxti- 
cular nth for which God bath ordain d Man;  altoge- - 
ther vain, curious and ꝓerricious, which do not belong 
to the common ſtate of Men, as Chriſtiamt; nay; not as 
« Morgl-wmen : as when a Man is anxious about things that 
are dive erſe to his particular Calling, which do not agree 
to him; or altogether perverſe and wicked, which are 
ainſt Holineſs and Purity, Righteouſneſs and Equity. | | 
I beſe here are mark d for-prejudicial ones; but thpſe * 
if and which in their Manner are lawful ; which are done 
by Intemperance, natural to Man in-lis/Carcuption 3 or 
by Diffidence, with an 1 > purſuit, do become 
dangerous to the full effe&of the Goſpel ; 8 when 
not tooking to God (WhO provides a — in need 
of, and for all his Creatures) one is-perplex'd what to 
eat, and what to drink, and wherewith to be cloath'd. 
5 (Matth. 6.31.) This is what is forbidden, and no way be- 
coming a Believer, or Chriſtian; but, as our Lord adds, 
it is the ſin of the Gentiles ; — (ſaith he, ver 22.) the - 
| Gentiles Jeek all theſe bg, namely with diſtruſt and im- 
patlenee: Theſe then are in the number afochen ner. 
wee to the full 5 the Word. / 2 : 


Fee w kick ate. with ſome reſpett tbꝰ God, yet; are with- 


< vtirieafute 2lwhewanyios not contented with a ſutable 
pot tion to an holy! Forecaſt; but is in continual fear of 
want 3 and we W Od fain have God put / into our hands 
"*Qhis day fot tomorrow; or enough int one day for all! 
un Life; thus, our Lord fhrbids the Care fon tor morrgm, 
„Marbb.gA. iblile bas e hots eboig Ens fac 
zgolle is then ( toꝛencloſe in cettain bounds multitudes of 
thoſe Solticitudes) the ſuperfluous Diffidences, and the 
Cares which; are exceſſive; Which are the Obſtacle to 
the bringing forth Fruit to the holy Word of God in 
Perfektion in many tha tiliear it: Indeed theScripture and 
-|Rxpcrience go atteſt;/how greatly they hinder the Duties 
-2enjoy nd by the Word: not only in thoſe who. are pro- 
3 fane and. worldfy, but alas too much among the Faich- 
ubt. 1 holy Woman, the Lord in call- 
: 6g her twice by hername,n(Linke:3044 14) awakens, her, 
Pein too far gone in ſieep by lier Gare to do much ſer- 
vice, event in the treating of our Bleſſed Lord . JESUS 


FJandchis Cempany: Care ſt, Heri, is the term of our 


Next dhe wanrinibred aboutevany thingsz not like her $i- 
2:Ner-Manypjtivhe bad thei right: Care 0 ſit at the Feet pf 
f oH AU⁰j&T Gard him, to learn of him, and to gain 
be ben pavi, that fun neuer be talen from her. Altho 
Her Officdduſnę fs q to treat Our Lordʒ yet notwithſtand- 
Being iheE,jShiing the Mature: did hinder that che Fruit 
gofethe Wrrdh was not tober S Wire for that time. 
Dara C1 Li, A 1D.) forſaking: Paul, lov d the preſent 
Ageß (the term of bur Text) and went iuto Theſſalonicay the 
 ove--love he had for preſent Commodities, and the fear 
of Iiearvenitncies:) cais'd him ſoog las: he forfook the 
Lordæin ſe Mort of- Enich, to de fert his Servant. Bal 

in chesoth ofthe; Mimiſtry: Phe Word ; naxzethe 
preaching a the Word, is hindred in it; full courſe, as 
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I (1 Cor. 7:82-) 26 
be Lond har th 


Care. for the things of this World, be no hinderance to 


how many do not follow the Truth which they know, 


in any perfection required to the glory of God, the edi- 
fication of the Church, and the diſcharge of their Con- 


ſciences, | 
teſtify, when th 
we mult leave 
E on ied auteatalsd ng. ed 
It is a Diſtinction among the -Papiſts to call ſome Men 


. ſuits, ho pretend to fen and üubelete 
of Rules ot the Spiritual ſtate, yea and of Eternal Life; 
Order; the Nameio him ; 

51 but tliey buſy tbemlelxes moi 
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of divers States 
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ones, than ey are Spiritual by Profeſſion.” But the 
dther Sj Pirat ech tlie ack Temporal, in letting | 
theinſeves looſe to the Cares of this World, to get the 
Honours, Pleaſures and Profits of it. Nay, he that pre- 
tends to be the moſt Spiritual Man, by way of Excel- 
ljeney, who vaunts ſo of himſelf, and his Flatterers yield 
it to him ; he erects a Reign of this World, diſpoſes of 
Crowns ad Kingdoms, and depoſes Kings and TREES. | 
from theft Temporal State. 
In ſhort, all bo em do not walk Heaven-ward, nor 
zuide others in the way of Spiritual and Eternal Life; 
cauſe they founder in the Duſt and Dung of this 
Kent Age. - And this we ought to hold faſt in a Caſe 
which ariſeth to admiration among the Godly, namely 
| among the weak and infirm ; that fo many Men, other- 
10 learned and knowing, in the Church of Rome, do 
pon their Reading know the Truth, yet do not pro- 
fels it. For, beſides that there are many bad Indexes in 
tome of em, of Atheiſm and Epicuriſm, and that ſome 
are altogether blind and hardned by a juſt Judgment of 
"God, who hath deliver'd em to the efficacy of Error, to 
believe a Lie, not having receiv'd the Love of the Truth; 
it is evident enough, that many are detain'd from the 
Profeflion of the Truth, by the Cares of this World, to 
keep their Temporal Eflates, and to entertain their Lives: 
with the Conveniences Which they have, living under 
the Reign of the Beaſf; tho tbey ſee the dee is 
uch, as it is foretold, Rev. 13. Viz. That no man way buy 
or fell; nay, many not bave where with to live FM they 1 — 
not the Mark of the Hilft, or the Number of his 6 Fhe 
' Truth which is known by them, is coed among many 
| of the Church of Rome, by the thorny Cares of thiis 
Life; verifying what the Lord ſays here, That the Sol- 
lieitudes of this World, accompany d with the Deceitful- 


neſs: 


neſs of Rickes, and the Luſts of other things, do cha! 
„ ⁵„ )))) ß on Me 
It is an Inſtruction to us all, when we come from Hear- 
ing; That whoever wou d well profit by the Word, and 
bring forth Fruit unto maturity, to ſome neceſſary per- 
Fe&ion, let him beware of the World, and of the things 
of this Life: No ara (2 Tim. 2.4.) who goes to mar, doth 
meddle with the affairs of this life, that he may pleaſe Him 
who hath lifted him for the Battle. We his Children and 
Servants, are regiſtred by our Lord for the Spiritual Bat: 
tle ; ate nat we engag'd againſt all things of this Life, 1 
that wou d hinderus? We have enough to do with theſe 
ſpiritual Combats which preſent themſelyes, without per- 
plexing our Heads with Terreſtrial Affairs; our warfare 
is not only wit the Fleſh, but alſo againſt the World: 
Nay, (Epheſ. 6 12.) Our warfare it againit the Powers. of 
the World, and Governours of the Darkneſi of this World ; 
Sat am and his Prineipalities making uſe not only of Cor- 
ruption, but alſo of the Things of the World, and this 
_ preſentAipe; to overcome, to choak the Word, and its 
Fruit in us, to incumber one's ſelf: It is às if 4 Soldier 
ſhou d ruſh into a Battel, with a deſign to put Arms into 
the Enemies Hands; and what will become of it, hut to 
be trodden under foot, bruis d, and wholly extint? It 
is in effect what they do againſt their Spiritual Safety, 
- who run on with greedineſs in all worldly Cares. If We 
then have ſuffer d ourſelves to ſlide by a precipitancy, 
let us retract quickly, and turn our Feet into the right 
way; let us ſound the Geſpel- Trumpet of this Warning to 
all our undue and immoderate Cares, that we may act 
couragtoully and honorably, at ie Lord's good Soldiers. 
It is not to take no care about the matters of this Life; 
that wou d be to raiſe up poor Beggars, who under this 
pretence do licenſe themſelves, to take any Publick or | 


Domeſtick Calling, :.theſe have t too many s ry 
_ a theirs Hypocriſy and Fooleries, in tlie Gliurch 
of Rome, by the Nuns of both Sexes, and the poor beg- 
garly. Fryarsz who under pretence of praying, do no 
od at all; neither in Family, nor Publick, nor Church. 
V to God.we had not too many Succeſſors of their 
Lazineſs, in the widſt of the Churches, who debauch 
themſel ves and live diſorderly; ; are idle, ruin their own 
Affairs and Houſes; yea, their own. Bodies and Sous. 
There are Cares of this Life, which are neceffary; to 
yank we are oblig d, in a manner conform d to the Will 
ber ourſelves and others, ſor thoſe which be- 
Jorg days Vs: For f any one (1 Tim. 5. 8.) takes not care of 
" bis omn, eſpecially thoſe of bis Family, be bath» 80 os the 
Faith, and is ban hau an Iuſide .. 
Or when any. is call d to act ſon the publick or for the 
Church, then every one in his Station ought to have (be- 
ſſdes other things that keep bim fix d tom def 7 to ay) 
"the care of all the Churches. (2 Cor, 1 1. 28. "WO at 
On the other hand, there are unlawful Carell not only 1 
510 W. ſu Wake ot. em, but in more neceſſary Concerns, 
ence and Exceſs. The entrance of thoſe wie 
o to be ware of, if we wou'd that the Word ſhou'd 
fructify as it ought in us; deny not the Faith, and be- 
come worle than Infidels, in rejecting the lawful, and ne- 
cc ſſary Cares; ſo. we muſt beware of being infidels to- 
" wards God, in denying, the Faith by. uolawful. _— 
: tudes, Nov, to do this, - BY | 
Fiu, Let us attend the Cares of this Life and of this 
World. only ſo ſar as our particular Calling obliges us; 
" of Gifts exterral and internal lead us to Occaſions, which 
the godd Providence of Cod furniſbeth us with 3 which 
* Piety towards God, Charity to our Neighbors, and So- 
briety towards ourlel es permits; if we exceed theſe 
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a Bois, we (+ infſtibly's 90 e We may not embarraſs: 
ourſelves beyond thelimits of our Calling, our Gifts, 
our Occaſions, preſcrib'd to us by the Lord. We muſt 
not run and hunt after the Revenues: of Other Men, to 
live upon that which is anorher's.' Thoſe Sollicitudes, 
— are in the bounds of thy state, will employ enough 

Mind and Senſes; in embracing too much, we com- 
pale little. The Inſtructions of the Word are choak d un- 
der the weight ot ſuch inconvenient Thovghttulnets. 

Let every one (1 Cor. 7. 20.) abide in the Calling, in which | 
he is call'd. ' Nay, again, ( Per. 24.) Brethren, let every one 
wherein he is call di therein abide with God. And carefully 
obſerve What he preſently adds, (Ver. 32, to the 35.) 
I would have you be without Carefulneſs « He that is anmar- _ 
pt careth for the things that belong to the:Lord, \bow:he 

-pleaſe "the Lord ; but he that is married, careth forthe _ 
ines that are of the World, how he ma y pleaſe bis:Wife< 
The unmarried Woman, and the Virgin careth for the we 
of the Lord, that ſhe may be holy both in Body and Spirit's 
but ſhe that is married careth for the things of tha World, 
bow iſbe may pleaſe her Husband : And this' I ſpeak for Jour 

own profit; not that T-may caſt a. ſnare upon; you; but for 
that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord 
wit hont diſtraction. For this purpoſe he adviſes: theſe 
who have the Gift of Continency, that it is better for 
them not to marry; namely in times of trouble; becauſe 
that ſuch are deliver'd from many diſquietudes, follow- 
ing the Intemperance natural to all Men, to thoſe: wha | 
are marry d, even in the Lord. For altho* he doth not 
forbid Marriage” to ſuch, much leſs to thoſe who hay 
not the Gift, as the Pope dots ; nevertheleſs he ſhews 
by Experience, that it is expedient, if one be well re⸗ 
folv'dtin his Mind to remain unmarry d; to be ſo much 


more joyn d tothe Lord. 20 it be good to avoid many 
121 Solli- 


Sollicitudes; when we can forbear em, in a ſtate other- 
wile lawful; much more muſt we abſtain from any 
courſe of getting a Livelihood, which is contrary to the 
Rules of Piety towards God, or Equity toward Men. So, 
Secondly, Abſtain from ſuperfluous Cares, as well in 
their Subject, as in their Extenſion: In which, as we. 
ought not, ſo we can do nothing. This the Lord re- 
commends, (Luke 12. 25.) Who is there among you, wha by 
lis care can add one cubit to his ſtature? and infers, Verſe 
26. If ye. then cannot. do that which is lea, why take ye 
thought for the ret. To what purpoſe is it to burden the 
Heart and Brain with things above our reach? Let em 
flide and go] away at random, left they ſurmount our 
ftrength and the progreſs of the Word of God in us; we 
may not expatiate in our Care, in a- ſuperfluous time ; 
tho we muſt prudently and diligently in years of plenty 
tay up for the days of ſearcity and famine with Joſeph z 
and, as the Ant, in Summer provide for Winter; yet we 
may not unneceſſarily incompaſs in one day, what be- 
longs to another; much lefs for many days, and per- 
haps more than ever we ſhall enjoy; (Mtb. 6. 34.) Tate 
wo thong ht for to-morrow, for the morrow ſhall take thought 
for it ſelf; ſufficient to the day is the evil thereof. 
- Thirdly, Avoid Diſtruſtſulneſs: This our Lord under- 
ſtands more particularly when he tells us, Matth. 6, 25.) 
T ſay unto you, Take no thought for your Life, what ye ſhall 
eat, or what ye ſhall drink ;, nor yet for your body, what ye 
Pall put on: Is not the life more than meat, and the body 
than rui ment? God, who gives the greater, will-beſtow 
the ſeſs. Ne that hath given Life, knows how to admi- 
niſter the Comforts of it; He gave the Body, and he can 
eloath it. a 3 Ws þ Na We? a LET: FT KA xd 
W ben the Lord hath ſhewn us by his Word our Duty 
of Piety, and Charity, Righteouſneſs, and Innocenee-z 
192 Hap 3 


: withal ſhall we be be cloathed ? © | h 
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let us not think nor ſay, How ſhall 1 live, my. (elf and 
mine? If I niuſt leave what is ſo profitable, what way 
have I to ſubliſt > But ſtady his Protniſes, according to 
which God will provide for us, it we obey him: Fes | 


firit the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, and al | 
other things ſhall be added unto on. 8 
We muſt well inform ourſelves concernin g God's Pro- 


vidence, to rely upon it; keeping in his way, to form 


and confirm our Truſt in God. And this our Lord per- 


ſnades us to ſo much, in the laſt part of the 6. of Marth. W 
notably to this purpoſe : If we are thoughtful fog, 
food, Behold, the birds of the air; for they neither ſow nor. 


reap nor do they gather into barns; and your heavenly * 
4 


ther feeds them are ye not greater than they, which are ſold i 
for little or nothing? but we are 1er not with Silver 
and Gold, but by the precious Blood of the Son of God. 
Let it ĩinduce us to a holy Confidence in God, by the con- 
templation of God's care of Birds; for we even by dying 
Hall fly to Heaven. i NE! 
If we queſtion our Cloathing: Why are ye, faith our 
dear Lord, (Ver. 28, 29, 30.) theughtfil wherewith to be 
claathed? Learn how the lillies of the field do grow ; they 
toil not, neither do they ſpin ;, yet I ſay unto you, that Salo- 
mon in al his glory was not array d like one of theſe 5+ Where- 
| fore God ſo clothe the graſs of the field, which to day i, 
and th morrow js cait into the oven; ſhall he not ms more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith? The Flowers which are in 
the Field and in our Garden, give us a good Lèſſon of 
truſting in God; and they reprove our Anxiouſneſs, if 
we do not depend upon God for what is neceſſary : there- 


fore, underſtanding it of Care without Faith, or with too 
little Faith; he concludes, (Ver. 3 1.) Take no thought, ſay- 


ing, What ſhall we eat? or what ſbab we drink ? or where- 
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tc. Fonrthly, Excelbve Cares ought to be firfrom us, in 
the moſt neceſlary things, and in greateſt Neceſſities. This 
Advertilement the Lord gives us, Luke 21. 34-00; poles 
dur Souls with patience; to wait for the Lord in times 
ſo difficult, and duly to ſerve him according to his Word. 
| Take heed, let ye be overcharg'd with ſurfeiting and drun- 
| hexneſs : Shewing thereby, that Intemperance both in 
- _eativg and drinking, is a great hindrance in our ſerving 
of God: we ſhall not be found ſuch, as when the Lord 
comes, are doers of his Vill. Indeed, carking and per- 
| plexing Sollicitades, drive away from the Thoughts the 
7& Ragkrücttons of the Word, when the Heart is overcharg d 
| with them: Note this, you that cry out againſt the 
Gluttons and Drunkards, who do not bring forth the 
fruit of the Word requir'd ; yet in the mean time, you give 
as much hindrance by excels of the Cares of the Affairs 
of this Life. It is not enough not to run with Riot and 
Diſſoluteneſs, if we are carking and murmuring after the 
things of this Life: we bury the Word, without pro- 
fiting by it. For the very things which are needful do 
_ eccupy. the Spirit of Mar, when he is fill'd with the beſt: 
Inſtructions of the Mord: as beſt pieces of Artillery 
overcharg'd with Powder; if fir'd, the Musket flies all to 
pieces; lo thoſe Hearts which are overfill'd with Solli- 
ditudes, they encumber in Acts of Piety and Charity. 
F, Pray the Lord, that He wilt pleaſe to enlarge. 
"thoſe things, which make up the ſubject of our law ful 
- Sollicitudes : for ſo the Apoſtle tells us, (PHil. 4. 6, 7.) 
Be careful” for nothing ; but in ctery thing by prayer and ſup- 
plication with thankſgiving, let your requei? be made known 
anto God: and the Peace of Go ſ, which paſſeth all uuderſtand- 
427g, ſoall Lech your Hearts and Minds through Chrift Jeſs. 
Thus praying to God in Faith, we ſhall not be tranſpor- 
ted by Cares; but we {hall have peace and reſt in our 
1 9 . | Souls: 
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Souls: Peace, which is built upon the apprehenſion of 

PF the Power and Goodneſs of God, and the Expectation 

of his glorious Help, accord ing to his Promiſe. Then 

in Trouble (to our Underſtanding inſupportable) we ſhall 

have reſt in our Souls, in the midſt of the greateſt Po- 

verty; enabling us to hope in the midſt of Deſpair, and 

not to be over whelm' d: a Peace, that will keep our Un: 

derſtandings and Wills, that they ſhall not forſake God 
by extravagant Deſires; but will abide in jeſus Chriſt, 

and bring forch the Fruit of his Goſpel : When unlawful 

Cares do affail-us, and innumerable Difficulties, that we 

are at our Wit's end; yet then be praying and crying to 

? the Lord. Being thus guarded, the lawful Cares of this 

World will be ſanctify'd to us, and we ſhall be enabłd 

to ſerve Cod in obeying his Word: we ſhall profit, not 

5 only for our Souls, but for our Bodies; for the Lord ex- 

empts us from thoſe Cares, which overcharge and deſtroy. 
e — POO RR 0201 OR 

In fine, they will be ſo far from giving us Diſturbance; 

that they will advance us in our Spiritual Life, the bet- 

ter to pleaſe God; 1 Cor. 7. 32. in Charity, to have a mu- 

tual care one for another; 1 Cor. 1 2. 25. in Repentahce, 

and Sorrow after God; 2 Cor. 7.11. or keep us from Sins 

againſt Faith, by embracing the Promiſes. And God will 

fuͤlfil thoſe Cares, in that which concerns his own Glory 

and our Salvation: He will feed and clothe us corpq- 

rally, yea ſpiritually with his Son's Righteouſneſs: and _ 

finally, without Cares for this World, above in Heaven 

eternally; more excellently than the Lillies of che Fiel 1 

which nevertheleſs do ſurxpaſs Solomon in all his Gloty. 

2. The Deceitfulneſs of Riches: how are Thorhs re- 

ſembled to them? Very particularly: they are.nobler 

Fhorns, which pierce thro moſt tenſibly, by very. fore 

_  Effe&s, in the loving of em; or by horrible fear to10fe 


N 
F c IT'S, REROU, - 
em ; and moſt by piercing Sorrows in parting with em, 
They are to us as ſo many ſharp points, that wound often 
-mortally : they alſo choak many good, Inſtruftions of 
- Piety towards God; of Pity and Tenderneſs towards 
Men; and conſequently of Juſtice, Equity, Charity, and 
Beneficence: The good Seed is choaked by the Luſts of 
Riches, Honour and Preferments of this evil World: As 
Gideon tore the Fleſh of the Men of Succoth, Judg. 8. 7. 
+ becauſe they had overlavd their Eſtate, and had been 
too ealy in the enjoying of em; ſeeking the Favour of 
the World, (tho'they were enemies to the Jſraelites) and 
loving their Friendſhip ſo far, as not to exerciſe Charity 
to the People of God; in their Combats, not aſſiſting 
them with Bread, and leſs with their Arms: many are 
wounded ſpiritually by che juſt Judgment of God, by 
thoſe Briars and Thorns; by Hearts deſtitute of Grace, 
_overloving worldly Goods and Honours, ſo far as to be 
unmerciful and arrogant, and inſulting over the Neceſſi - 
*ous; they are cruel to the Church of God, and to all 
its, faithful Members. . 5 
© Before we come to the ſecond Head; As Samſon ſaid, 
Had. 15. 16.) Heaps upon beaps, with the Jam bone of an 
Aſs have I ſlain a thouſand Men; ſo, with and by this 
Mord, tho little in appearance, having rais'd up a hea 
of Affections, Enemies to the Word; the Cares of this 
Life, we may add two other heaps, the Deceitfulneſs of 
Riches, and the Luſts of other things; to mortify them, 
tho millions, or as many as they are: what are we then 
do underſtand by the Deceitfulneſs of Riches? —_. 
I ſeems at the firſt view to be ſomething not in, but 
withouta Man; but we muſt underſtand, 1. Riches as the 
Material Foundation, as Sr. Luke Ch. 8. 14. refers this to. 
2, Not fimply in themſelves, but as they ſeduce, leading 
them out ot the right way, Mar# g. 19. 3 as 2s 
„ 7 


by the Adjunct the Subject, by a Metonyarie dhe Difpo- 
ny papa, or rather the Indiſpoſition and Vicious Affection; 
by which Riches deceive. This Indiſpoſition is, a Falſe 
Judgment of Riches, in over- eſteeming them, beyond 
their due Property and Rank; and the evil Aſſections 
which proceed from it, an unmeaſurable love to em, and 
an inſatiable deſire of em: Hence proceed the luſts of 
Riches, to get, keep and encreaſe em. This in one word 
C 2 which is ſo efficaciouſly (tho briefly) de- 
cipher d. 9 
be better to coneeive this: Note that Riches of. 
themſelves are the good Creatures of God; his good Gifts, 
wherewith after his ſpiritual Bleſſings, He hath greatly 
bleſs'd ſome of his moſt excellent Servants; as Abraham, 
Iſaac, Jacob, David, and others. But it is the precipi- 
tate Judgment of em, and fo paſſionate a Love, which 
hurries on the Vicious, by which they are ſedued. 
Things are good, but become deceitful by the diforderly 
Appetite, eating too freely of em by Man's Corruption. 
1. As to the Good promis d: When we enjoy em, we 
propoſe a Certainty and Stability; but we find em quite 
otherwiſe; for what is the whole heap of em? The 
Wiſe-man ſays, Prov. 23. f. They are that which on à ſudden 
i not, have not ſubſiſtance: And he adds, They make them- 


Eagle, which flieth quickly. 


We promiſe to:ourſelves in them Sufficiency and Con- 
tent ; and we covet without ceafing : For, Eceleſ. 5. 10. 
He that laveth ſilver, ſhall not be ſatisfy d with ſilver ; we 
are diſcontended when we loſe em, while we are gettin 
them; and more in the keeping em. Eecleſ. 5.12. Th 
ſleep, of a labouriug man is ſweet, whether be labour little or 
much: but the „n. of the Rich will not ſuffer him. 
LEES N . vv 3 + AJ 
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I Moreover, Men-bllnded with their glittering co h 
World, promiſe Felicity. to themſelves: na y, lome do 


ſhew] that they place their Happineſs chiefly there. On 


the contrary, they find thegreateſt Infelicity: For, Eccleſ. 
3013. There 11 4 ſore evil which I have ſeen under the Sun 
namely, Riches kept for the owners thereof to their . And 


the Rich Covetous Man, that had proclaim d a Jubilee 
upon his Heap. Luke 12. 19. found, for all the pains he 


had taken, and the judgment he had made of his Abun- 


dance, that he was judg'd a Fool; and was ſentenc'd to 


xender his Soul to the hand of his heavenly Judge, Ver. 20. 
If Riches are not taken away from thoſe who are dece ivd 
em they are themſelves remov'd from them, and are 


ſuddenly gone; as is proclaim d to all the World, Pſal. 


49. 20. That the Rich, living and dying without Know- 
ledge and Obedience, die as the Beaſts; nay, far worſe: 
for Death feeds upon the Beaſts, but ſuch are everlaſt- 
ingly eaten up of the Worm that dieth not. * 1 


2. Riches ſeduce by Mens own Corruptions in reſpect 


of the'Evitoſ Sin; againſt God, their Neighbour, und 


- 
” 8 4 


. By din againſt Cod, Impiety and Incredulity; in 


the Heart, in Words and Actions: St. Fame „Ch. 2. Ven z. 
The Rich blaſphemed the Name ot God, wbich e 
Faithful call uponz tboſe, namely in whom theDeE@tt- 
fulneſs of Riches takes place: for this and like gentences 
n thoſe who have Riches, yet are not en- 
W 1Hofiivw 19905 997 D086 22023 
M 2. Aoninſt their Neighbour, in Unrighteoneſs In 8 Un- 
mercifulneſs ; in Haughtineſs and odious Diſdain: "45 


-the Church complains, fal. 12g. 4. That her Son wit kx. 


Jceedingly; filled with the ſtorning of thoſe that are at eib: 


it (ver you, and draw you before the Judgment-ſeats ? hin- 
aug ey may govern a their Sel wil. | ; PETS 
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3, Againſt Themſelves: In ſome Fxtremity, ona $ 
*  city,:racking and being cruel; got only to others, 
ts their on Families, againſt their o- Health: 


 Becleſ. 6.1, 2. There is an evil n der the Sun, which 1 
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be Fake Likes Rietz he 
of i Traveller, and dra ws Him out of he way, out 3s. | 
night ; then robs him of ali he bath; chiefly of what is 
recions, and of. his Jewels. Covetouſneſs draws. Men 
m the right way, then robs em of all they have gotten 
by the Pord;, and fo renders, em unprofitable. This is 
what Examples verify; took on the Young-man; Mauth. 
19. 16, Who was well inſtructed, and full of good De- # 
fires; infornuch as our Lord looking upon him, lov'd him; 
ah IQ. 21. bur 4 3 bim from coming — <1 
* & He A magy . Good 


i * Fas! 5 
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eee and Sapphire, (Ad, 5.) deſiguing to keep back 

A 1 er Poſſcſhons, which they had ſold, were 
ofly deceiy'd; and fhder'd from crowning their — 
Ky. b they: Had made profeſſion of. Experience at- 
{ + AlasPhow many are there, I 2 Wenn, on- * i 
85 the Word. but in the Church: of God, 'w 


ued by their Riches, 25 to be hinder'd from — "IP 
we PPord, ae 0 to exerciſe Piety and Charity? | This 
1 


infully to reje& the Admonition and 
Vord of God; others receide it, but 
e = bak it. by the Deceitfulneſs of Riches. + - 
Laſts of others things are like Thorns: the af- . 
ecting of L944. Pleaſures and Gallantry, pierces as 
IN & are prick'd with eager Deſires; and at 
51 a0 ſharp Sorrows eren acre 
tber eart. * ] 
to their Bodies, they are not only ha oß as 
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5, rings AA the 
-Diffolateneſs; but after wa (ſenſible; 
"ſharp3ickneſſes A 8 
as well as ſtinking; by reaſon of Ra 

0 Voluptiooſneſs; Pronkennieſs, Chamberings 
tonmneſſes; Wine, Prob 23.32. or delie ans! "Meats; 
high, — 5 Drinks; and all other things ab 
- Carnal Pleaſures, bite and Ring a laſt Hbe 2 9 85 
and wound like a Baſilisk. Has Sin ge 
nal Dele&ation? the Pleaſure paſſeth away 
Sting remains That which pleaſes 4s nr, 1 5 
that which ſtings is permanent, even to Etern 
- Sting of Death de Hot wen aw3y7 by » an nba Pager 
tance and troe Faith in Griff. 571 23 Yo 
la ſum: O Manor Woman! giverito Volupticnſ eſs, 
thou halt not ſet Io m many Pins together, to adotn thy 
Body. to falfil thy Luſts: but that thou per more of 
Y goldurous ſmarting'in thy Soul and Bod 26 2 why doſt 
(thou not think, at every Pin that the Wicket; to 
thy Curioſities, at every ſtitch thou ſeweſt in thy Bravety, 
eparing thy {elf for Luxury and Exceſs of Bande . 
„ alas! thou tieſt up and enſnàreſt thy ſelf in theſe 
| eigaking! Thorns?.” More baren they ſaffocat&fn- 
;tru@ions to Temperance, to Sobriety, Piety, 88 
Nodeſty and Humility; never to enter into the Heat, 
never to appear to any of the Members; much leſs in 
Coathing, which is as the Flowers ad caves. 
thoſe Thorns; by. theit N Variety, and zuck Als 
rent vanities. MER ene een 
Thus theſe Tuſts Ne horas; as ſuch we ought to 158k 
upon em, to fhun and mortify 1 if —. 5 proſit by 
"rhe Word, it may pur us up Before char tl 
pricking Thorns; we arf b be ſetiſ? be fete of* their Effe 
| Holger rid ef em, to abhof em: Therefore it is deb che 
be 361 K 2 | Lord 


"4 


imſeſf dorh ſer them forth Wn the Sit 


7 1 \_gh that by their pernicious Effects we 1 r- | 


at leaſt, ſo as to correct and rectify the — 
zment of em. Is it not thus? that when the. things 
"of this World, its-Riches, Honours, Bravery, Pleaſures, 
- preſenting themſelycs to our Luſts'; we look upon em as 
» Boodly, and, great Trees, as Cedars of Lebanon, under 
ole Leayes we may ſhade ourſelves, and under whoſe 
"Inches we may lodge and ſtand at n 
Nay, don't we imagin they are ſo many Trees, from 
hich we may gather many ſweet, delightful Fruits? We 
Ke ourſeives to be cheated, ſo far as to look upon em 
* _ a5-moſtdefuable and, promiſſing; as our Mother Eur, 
| * the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil expected 
to * rendet d great, full of Knowledge, like unto God; 
but in this Eſtimation there is nothing but meer Fallacy. 
The Lord doth here diſcover our Vanity, in repreſenti 


f them i in our Eyes as rampant Plants and Herbs; by their | 


_ enſnaring, wounding and choaking; which at the beſt 
produce ſour, and bitter Fruits, or. very dangerous Food; 

- and. by. their. Fruits you. will. Know em: Da we gathr 
pes ef Theres, or Fig of Thiſtler# It isithe. 2 of 
_—Y Ward of God, which brings, forth in us a good 
and ſtatcly. Tree 5, Faith and Love, whoſe. Leaf faileth 
not, but covers in the moſt rainy times: | Chri## appre- 
\hended TY Faith, whoſe Branches. reach up to Heaven, 
Hopeand Aſhurance in our Souls; they produce many 
eligious Meditations-. This is the Tree which 
Ae AN in our Hearts, known by the Word to be on- 
ly our Saviour, Mediator. and Advocate; who. dy'd far 
dur Sit Tak toſe again for Our Juſtification, and vr wn ne 
by 12 Heaven to make Interceſſion for us; who'brings 
torth b the: moſt. delici us Fruits. unto. Spiritual and Eter- 
naſe eaten N Fas render us like Hb Hol 
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s "toe eee FM Life. + 
* — . Therefore, 45 the Apple eats the l ——7— 4 I 
among the Trees of the Forreit, ſa is. 79 
 Toung-m-n ; ( Cant. 2. 3.) His Fruit is Ter to the calle in 
the pardon ot Sin; Peace, Joy, Heavenly;Copſplations, 
e liz golden Apples in Cbriſt the Tree, dau i- 
cteaſe by gathering. The more we pluck ande täaſte, the 
more we may: nothing, is ſo ſweet, cou'd we get enough 
hereof; con d we, as Thomas, thruſt our Hands into his 
Side and Woundsʒ thro which his Bowels and Heart lie - 
naked to the eye. of Faith 5.and flow out in py Mord and. 
 Sagrament to the worthy. Receiver... Panty 
To come to the other Point, What; the Laſts of other 
things do? And who is able. to numher them all, un- 
lels we run overall the things in the World? But we 
ſhall here only diſcover ſome of the principal ones. 
Fl, Amongithe.Lnſts of Sede Ambition hin- 
ders very much the bringing fortli the Fruit of the Vord; 
for Job. F. 44. Can jon believe — ſeek the honour that comes 
from Man, and do not, ſeek the glory t that comes. from God | 
alors? And 12, Ch. Ver. 40, Mang pf the Ridexs belies 4 
in Jeſus· Cbriſi, ut did not;confeſs him. becauſe of "he P] 
 niſees, - leis they ſhould be caſt out of the GOTO For Ver... 
43k They lov 45 more the praiſe of Men tban the praiſe 355 Gad. 
Second ſy, The. Luſts of erde Clam Hur. Deb ates, 
Frese Injuries, with Envies : or 5 1 ſtle 
ſhews lively to the Corinthians, in 9 ries f 
the 6. Chap. of the firſt Epiſtle ; Aab i utterly'a | 
fault among them, -in that there are. Layw-ſuits, , Inju- 
ries, and other rude. and ſcandalous Frocgedings: As 
. i he had told em, that their, CORY. did not grow. 
up to its due proportion. And if we log ok back to. the 
third Chapter, we ſee how he taxes em, . becauſe they 
were not n W but were contentious, A 
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chat chte Teſts, Uiforderty Appetites of 
vohge, ot Debate? ; 3 the virtue of the Word did not 


, The Luhe r Bravery - aud Vieny: For 

8 theſe '$2 Fo dre. comprehends- under the (World, and 
he 85 it, Ep. 2. 15, &c. The pride of Kite: 
be the word ages. denotes a Vaunting and Bodffüng 
Tike Mouritebanks, which appear in their Voice and in 

Tidiculous Prayeries. The Apoſtle ſhews'that this Pride 
*hinders * Love to God, which is the principal Virtue 
hich the Word reaches. 'Alfo Expe wel en hoes, how 
Dany by this Luſt binder themfelves from bringing 
« the f Fraits of Piety towards God, of Charity 


1 Watts qur Neighbours, and of Modelty towards our. 


N | + Neves; Ku Way 11 111 
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| 8 FE yy, 1, Aboyt all, che plesfures of this Life, of the 


| Word. fied? the Heſh This is what _ Lord ſpecifes 
articularty fly, as St. Lube brings it in Chap g. 14. in naming. 
Pk nonfneſs <* This Wore Here, binders the — 
tof th the 2 therefore ſome Greet Interpreters do de- 
note them Who are charatteriz d by a thorny Ground; in 
calling em the Volpi one t; the Idle, Soft ones Aud | 
4 who can name or number all the Pleaſtires of Senſe, which 
rlatings fi themfelves daily with, gratifyiog theF leſn 
ithout & 8 Neither is 1 expetient; cd ering 
Hh 5 Where aud Defermity, amidſt the greateſt Beau- 
ies to expofe'emin fhevw': It fufßettch that we name ſore 
ticular Heads, which in their fank give the like hin- 
Ae 55 the FPs A: Sdich then are the pleaſurable Luſts 


e yes ; | vain,” worſdly, carnal; contrary to the 

Rules 5 ace Re egen namely, in Theaters and 
Taverns: 2 Pageantry, Danes. Dicing. Carding, Tahles. 
Mt you have ns ad of the firſt? You may ſee a 


noted 
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bim? It was the ce ea his Balls. 


Sc are the 


kenneſs, when they are in danger to be overtaken hy 


Wait upon him conſtantly, by qa by ſuch pa 
_of/bur Luſts... All how many 5200 


f ttuitful; ubat there. is in e Obſtacle to 
Lord of T N 


1 «let; in the Lerne 


N FE. 


man do? Luke 15. he abides not in his Fathers Houle, 
Which re 7 K. the Church of God; in which he was 


woll bred e with the wholeſom Food of: :- 


Err falta — (hore- - 1 
he got in hearing the Wards, e 


Johmthe Baptiſt o Death. He gaye the Head o 

holy a 2 for the carnal Pleaſure he took at the 

Pork of 5 affected ; Feet indeed ſwift co ſhed Blood. 
uſts of Pleaſure in exceſſive eating and drink- 


according-to: the Lord's Admonition, 247 84. 
I are the ebe d with Gluttony and Brus - 
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the Judgment-day., We cannot ſerye God purely, — ; 


K Spins, hich. - BM 
promiſe a great deal of Fruit, ot the 
Word ; do not anſwer the appearance ch th 1 
12 Exceſs, and imaginary  Delicacies.;; they, will have 
Hrong Drink, Wine; nay, the:5xccllenteſt Wine: as the 
* et Hoſea, Ch. 4-16: Oblexye;Þ in baplgk 4 eee . 1 
which. he adds inthe front, Wharedam, Debauchery ans 
Difſolutene(s: Ihe Prodigal, What doth this Young- - 
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the Mord; but goes out, and waſtes all his Subſtance, by 
a deſire to live icentiouſly and diſorderly. 


Br ns 


ruth apears. In the firſt 


Ground the ſend Of 
the Word doth 3 


hjnot prodnce he 
16 gel e in Jowe 


tem- : 
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C Wen thoſe” g the third portion, J 
Spi g and Grows; but does not 8 Hatürity, or 
Fun Froit no. ſuch Effect as God requires, and which 


Has it's ſuitable Perfection. And this is What appears 
more particularly from the third point of the explicatory | 
| Word 5 Untruitful and Barren. Not that the Word can 
9 ty Ain it {elf Corrupt,” it being the Incorttptible 
Word; butt L up | therkfotves; they fo be- 
come Untruitful; by reaſon ere they are Un 
| fable and Barren, a8 the other Evyangelitts Interpret | 
| 2 8 ls Wien 
1 And byrrult ve En vocudgedbnnd Wich ſome papiſts, 
2 any y Merit; as if the Hearer did Merit any from God, 
When the Word doth fructify in him, for no Man brings 
forth Fruit of Merit; but the Tree of Life alone, Jeſus 
[Chriſt our Lord Wboſe⸗ very leaves were for the healing 
of the Gentiles; Neu. 22, 2: But here we muſt under 
Mandl che Fruit of the Word which is immediatly, of 
Faith” and Re pentame; and mediately of Piety and 
Charity, of Holineſs; Righteouſnes, Tnnocency, and all 
Chriſtian Virtues, which: bear not to Maturity. Not 
that they did not bring forth ſome Fruit, ſince the very 
former Ground yielded fome Fruit; z but not in the requir d | 
Perfection of it. Vet not to miſtake, we muſt difeern 
two degrees: of Perfection. The firſt is of "neceſtaty 
Parts, * to the Virtue taught and Enjoyn'd us by the 
Word; as when the Body is faſhion'd ha 2 Man: The 
ſecond, of degrees, then when they are in their reguitr d 
Intenſneſs, and Exterffion: The Body is not only Ef- 
"fied and Form d; but alſo come up to ſome Pro- 
portion of randeut an * roo When it is ſald 
of 'thoſe!''th d dot "bring forth Fruit to Per- 
Se Alon; Bella tof: e and not of the at- . 
cer ſort f Ferſection: None cla forth Fruit 15 . 
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is: not a cο hing vp to well form fires, 0 
Actions, or from inward to A —5 V l t 
a bringing torth Fruit to Perfection. " Wherefore, bay lif-. 
cover them een, look 7 — the Faß, 
Namaste ib oo vads eile d 2 249 Nan, s 

e. Note, What the 10rd dilcoyers td be b e 9 
, what le ved yon and RoW For, as: that 
1 l 4 does corrupt; ſo, w 
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ere ee. "ir e us 2 
ve bad the ſum of their De ription they hear bers: 

r than thoſe of the two former; Who de not arrive at 
2 in the eStm“ο]jp roſeffon of n e or in 
ar in ſome truly-Chriſtar Virtu. 
"Thok en binderd by ſo many Paſſions and Aﬀetth- 
| bns, Wich diforder em in the things of this World, 
and. ichdraw - vm from the full, ' obedient obſervation 
e Word, Which ſerves em for the moſt! part, as to 
ua N. urifhment, 25 devourin Wolves; thoſe 
bs are very ravenous//and-bire with cheir Deorh 
ith; they hav@ſlurp Teech,bir thetroabie 
eit-Fancy 3: the very ſight of the firſt Object that 
& iet it FR what ire , cakes em forget that 
ficte they Hold; 'fo 496 letiit eſcape preſently; tobe 
11170 d on tothe pdtſuit of à new; away they'run to an- 
oth 3 a reſtle Inguictude, fo inet by their Eagerneſs 
seſtape; and, by a ſingular Providence of 
Te Gon Conlervator = MINERS Mr againſt all 
uch devouring Beaſts, they don't fully deſtroy any thin 
| FE 1. 2 be beſt Force 6f Eg 


> Taree From the Thorny Ground, 
ood 1 of the Were ente 

of, And! os the things 
gs, of hi oy wil 
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8 W p dee n. porte Wer 
"ot" Gefire* eßtere ſhotvdk be Therm in o PRIINEAd 

Gardens ve ase for for Thor y-briars,” afchs: Wale 
bring forth Ene Flowers to el cn, "Whitte, . 
Red, blue; becauſe we know the) do. more d 
_ - our Gatden'of Field, tharenibellifh: Ie Wee rather, 
25 Men of Senſe well cxercis'd, that good Whest 
grows furmounting all the cations ev 1 Weeds, tht 
Tedd + this is what'we- n the Gar- 
dea 6 6ur Hearts, in the Field of gar Souls. Not 5 
- Riches-ahd Pleaſures of this World, which Have 4 82 
Luſtre, a pleaſing Appeara Ire ti 
full Froit of the Word: We mul 
the Virtue of Faith, Love: 18 


Oureſe! n the things : 
Ei | 3777 
n egregie 
27 Now, it 
= us er; KEE 


ms 5” prevent this, let us do as Gardeners and Takia La 

ills with ache Thortis:'# 81 
Aid Harvetk-Hte. . More g | 
Q "Ground of che * and 
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. horns ja er 115 
Fer ee, Tis Superfluity of Garos and nö ofthe 
ed of this. Carnal World. and its Cotruptions, that 
e mult put away; Stherwils we ſhall be; burnt. up by 
þis Jodgments... OD To 1 WV 735 VV Ane. 0 « 1540 . 5 
af, More particularly, ne cut em off with an inſtru- 
þ ment: of ien. We mut c theſe Luſts out of our 
1 Hearts, to cleanſe and puri 4 ih and the Ax Which we 
8 0 to lay to the Root, the Inſtruments by which we 
.xetrench thoſe Thorns and Weeds, ate the Threatnings 


185 Se. apply" d by liveſy Rebukes agginſteall thoſe 


1513.0} it 01 . 


ere are terribl E Threatgings againſt dae 
p themſelves to. 8 Luſts: to cut em down, at lealt to 
80 their eh — that they may not ovetſnade the good 


e es 5.7 d by fog Word of God. So we hall 
do as the Pro Fſal. 1341. Which, we ſingu- 
dax — . toyou 16 — —— purpoſe ; his Heart 

was not lifted up, his Eyes not haughty z he did not exgr- 
1 eile himſel in things too high, and above his Ability th 

be had particular Promiſes. of gregt Riches and Honour, 
more than any one in his time, the Riches and Grandeur 
of a Kingdom in midſt ot the Pepple of God 5 neverthe- 
less he did not let himſelf de nb e to, his own 
uſts, but kept himſclt W the Limits of his Calling, 
pending upon Go caſtipg h Care upon him and truſt- 
gg to bis gracious Promiſes; He curb d in his Carri 
9 8 the weaned Child doth towards its Mother; tho! e 
deſires the We very much, yet becauſe the Mother with- 
holds it, chides him and terriſies him from it, ave ſee him 
full, and wand quietly : So we muſt do in regard of xte 
_ {things ol this LES, our Hearts muſt not run out er 
em, our Eyes muſt not be fi d upon em, but be wean'd 
om them. n ede ua our naturak; eee, 
N 7 "4 8 | Wigs: 


ſafes? Ras 


5 ö aeg ich e oe 1 
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_ muſt we by: ha 
"ors from the. dealt be 
chi Ind e chides us; . rr — 
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| 1920 hen Kppe 8. Al 
dolatry . For which end 


roprehend Chrifedy Falt, de 
| 'd 1 is Riſen again; not only for our Juſtification, 
* 1 — alſo for gur Mortifeation, as to Terteſtrial- things; 
ation te Heavenly cings, Col. 1. 2, 3. 
Chrift aal ce things which 
_ hand 
ugs above, not 
I ISS de a our Life 
aden But that we may advance in 
10h Liſi ps Sin eus 0 die, that umi 
e and Root "ont e börse Luſts let us. 

Fr, make uſe of ev particular Meditations eon · 
er vi Carts arid World Paſs io oil bun bas 
g Dates, biene eben inal! dür Cates we 

, e as Our Bleffed Lord Jeſus ten us, Mb. 
2 For, who my ou by his 'Care, can adi de 
5 to hit Stati Gen oscar e may ſbotten dur 

5 an Gerson arne with theſe Catesz aud may 
5 die and impa rt merdinate Cares 

Uf bur ae 72205 Seetb of the Werd 56nd | 
eee er and Heatrh, wal 
; bs to Riches think of that, F. al. 49. 7, 8. OY 
ell arte ls em thn Nedlecm bis Brother nor give 
py 1 py bin: Fvr the Redemy Hon: of Hir 
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7868. Erntdine-itiviccarethesT * Grounds 
Cebich- is the urch) irrur the * 
And indeed wet id ber to be among —— | 
"Externally but Internally ; the exterior, 0 Fs 
Paſs and vexthers: they 6A the Men of the World, abbo 
peiſechute her the gocernalare the in ward Eüſts Ane 
V Tupttons wWhich trouble and wound her. Therefore ft 
| Is: thattheGood Stcd:of the Word falls among Tborus 
Luſts, not only in the Wicked and Hy pocriteè f but als 
in the good and faithful; as far as they have theremain- 
Gers cf Corrbption!inthem.- By this means they Are n 
ame dore of the Rank of thoſe that teceive tile Word 
n 4-863 X03 eb Lion 11g} ©} £300 m 
10 -ole Sinecllery; for thecomfort of the truly Fairhfull, 
40 ew in what ſort they may be ot it, yer not be tanked 
with the Wicked and Hy pocrite, to their complex de- 
ſolationʒ yet Son the more onght they to beware, 
according to the principal aim of the Lord. To theſe 
purpoſes then are we to inquire, whether the Faithful 
way he of this Earth; and: how fat. For reſdlving hereof, 
| 3 that among. thoſe Mo are hinderd from bring. 
log forth Fruit unto Perfection,” by the Cares of this 
* e the Dæceitfulunſsof Riches, and the Luſts of othef 
_ z fone are hinder d from making Profeſſion, ſome 
ider'd in bri oging forth: Fruits unto, Perſetction: 
. the — other chert gre: two 
+forts ; ſotme more:? ſome leſs oftithis Fhorny Ground; 
the moſt among theWicked,vHelefstimongthe Faithtut: | 
As will appear, cif we ſee how each Rank ſtands. A bas 
Fit. Thoſe, ho ar moſt hinder din making bro. 
1 {livd,- are they ho labide ſo always; ſuchi we chùnet 


-anto Righteduſneſt z and with the mouth Honfeſſionl. Is 
1 275 ur Salvation: bud tticybotdthe Tratty in un- 
25 mn. 


ſepute to be Fanhful / fince it 35 by!thit Heart one believes = 


rightec Udet, Mey ne ee 
1 W he Trutk, and not being able but boy youth ft, 
27 25 and then give 'VVienels tedt; but ind nn 
reſentiy detain d el the Gooddbings-orxins 
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. theſe belong de the Thorny Sronnd, hit ve 
Kiecn Mas, Nez. 19. 16. 28. who: approjvev'd 


wick Reverence, and diligently enqmted bt At: mY 
Upto hive eterwal Life 5 he av Gd God's Coches, 
but when he muſt ho all to bear VVitneſs to the Truth, 
"and to evidence bis Love to God and his N and 
10 follow Chkiſt; he departs very (ad; gay goes ry 
- yened; according to ihe other. Evanigelife e 
Hinder'd from making Profeſſion ôf the Truck 
Deceitfulneſs of Riches; that he came net ind 55 


Theſe do mote reſemble him, WB ate yet of the 
vol, and in Popery, who WII enquire-whithy is lie 
Truth, glve Eär to it and approve it, put when t 
- underſtand and fee chey muſk quit all, te Flle and 
ſerve the Lord, the 150 away Serre ful ad Nerd; 
"464 are kept backs! by their Riches and Hidnoars, they 
remaine VVorldiy and Idelatrous n Geis peoeifde. 


Let no Man deceive His Soul, dis is not the” way! 0 
declare our fidelity. $0 


Secondly, others arelets binder d, Ke Weimer (his! 
"Happen tothe Faithful :'Foras Lot, who the! he AMA 
ib Soul among the Spdomires; yer ban 
had there his Goods, and was at eaſe; be welt . 
z titne, untill che Lord ſent his Angels, who warn'd bin 
to go forth and when he ſtayd too long, took him 
tte hand, Gen. 19. 16. And his VVife nd Childi 
Ad drave em Gt of Ben 80 Uke wel may Fein. 
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Kingdom of God, us our Lord inſihbates. „ JON IOW © 


| ants, 6d ae Aten gf Lats oe 1 here 
i Aike Latin Sem, as in anitden, inna Tegreftrial:Pata- 
files there: ate, their Riches/ Hongwa: Pleaſuges, Con- 
heben, Bodily, Conyeniencies ſor the. animal, L 8 

they ſtay: there. till the Lord withdr. aW them, and plugk TER 
hein away, ſometime by force; either Extetgal Or In- 
Yernal.' WVe have Examples from 1 SET EBT 8 
Ke to ache kae does a us ws thels 5 

Fe + . 8 7 Th T77Þ wy” 

-, Takemotico of Ni Wy 1 gt of Joſeph of 3 : 

& were in his rank, xcauſe..of the Honours; and. 
iches they had among the Advetſaries of gur Lord: 
theſe] Jet did not for a time make proſeſſion of the 
DE, of ogr Lord, which they knew in part; but they | 
were not always kept back: Behold, in the heat of per- 

aſtrution, when onr Lord 1 710 en- the Croſs; and the 
aDifciples hid chemſelwes and-tled,. they appear, ęven to 
whe Governour, to, be, thoſe, Men who joy d the Lord ; 
Ahe y did intreat the Body of Jeſum to enter it, and lod- | 
-&d-bun. by Faith in their, Hearts. Yate i | 
Wein that abey. pre, hinden d, fer a time, let us ſee how 
bi Thoras.jithe Cares.of-this Lite, the fallacies of Riches, 
and Laſtes other big, choak che good Seed; but, that 
making profeſſion, we may not abuſetheſe Inſtances with 
uch Who excuſectheir. perpetual dwellin EN ordinary 
S  Profeion; with Jdolaters,- becauſe. (they Mod enn. 
ab have donè ſo 5:this. is-groſly-to. ok "Gr 5 
4 Example. For. 28 2 Das. 29000 M e Ds : 
11 Firſt, They did not do ſo always. ; Saad. en 
612 We: abg mare ee Jy 

i tholc-io\wnom; the, good Seed: of the Wot 
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_ thetrutteſt! Perſecutions, did profeſs 2 5 C 
_ while they had theirabode amoiig Chi Ele 115 4 
did defend and maintain his Cauſe when it was moſt p. 


wirh- held thro: the deceitfulneſs of Riches; yet they are 
not to regard Nico dens and Joſeph's Fatilts, - but 5 F 


ment! Ard 
the truly Fairful, who flip and fall, they raiſe up and te- 


and And d by Carnal Security 3 nor of thofe'vho/are 
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pos d; which others will never voucſafe to do, being: 


coming on to better, and to the full accom 


pair it firſt or laſt, by che Grace of God; who mkes I- 


ving ; Water to flow from their Belties, ; accordiiig! to his | 


Promiſe, as a Fountain; 1 © ©! 9. 1 ohms 81: 
Fourtbly, Some Inferences from anmprifiabt] Hiwers. fat 


Hrñ, Tho ve are not of the former Rank, aud 40 got 7 


ſick {there ; tho it be comfortable not to be Harden 


offended; and hd evote in che tified of P. 


pet chis yields not full Conſdlation We thiy be in the! ' 


Church as Hearers; we may pekſiſt fox a titne, even in 


the times of Tribulation, yet be in the Rank of bad Hes 
rer$} or nqt be ſo good a8 is fequird. Reſt het in EX 
emnptibom from the number of othets. The Ring of Jt = 
ent of the Prophet 20 1318. We, 
| ſiruck three vie wich his row gent} tlie Earth; he 
was faulty in ſtop ping _ — te nee 
c . „ five 7 
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| thiCodnfbanrons !lof >t OH deres 5 | 
ſig our Bleſſed Lom: Therefore thoſ®who with 
Fi ir Charches 
falſe Nicodemus's :; for if they were true e th * 


12 8 che NN ndl 55 had quite 

em: It is ſomething not to have one's Heart 
r ee eee e 
de tl ny ground, upon eatin \ 
but ſtill perhaps we choak jt as the 8 . — | 
0 by he Wor Deſires of theFleſb. If we follow on to ſtrike- 


y the Ward of our Heavenly King, which are as arrows, 
al. 45: 3. we ſhall come to ſome degree of the Good: 
gods t alas! many expert Miikincrs and Pilots, af 
; Err they have put forth from one Port; failing in the fall: 
Sea, after they h have combated with: fierce and impetuous 
Waves, and have eſcap'd the daſhing of Rocks; yet are 
ſhipwreck d at the very deſign d Port, and ſo Joſe the 
whole profit of their Voyage. So many after they have 
egun well, and not made ſhipwreck of Faith in violent: 
aud mot uous Penfoentions,: yet they fail when 
it is their Duty to finiſh as vertuouſſy as humbly: We. 
may not therefore flatter. ourſelves, that we have not hi- 
; gerne ats but take heed to make no bad End ; as in 
the conimon Profeſſion, ſo alſo i in FR particular Operas. 
tion of any Vertue | 
. Secondly, Be gt content altho! you made Jong Pro- | 
fo Won, but give all diligence to compleat dan web the 
War enjoIns. - | 10 301 2 Wyre 13a, FB + Up 911] . 
Aimar theConfuramationsof the Virtues re *COMIE 0 3 
td ns, This is What we are particularly entirviad:tcy in- 
refpe&.of the Common Faith; always to ſhew the ſame- 
P ante the full aur ance of hope; tobe end, Heli b. vn: 
To this 9108 Jawrer tells us, (Chap: 1. 4.) That Pa- 
| tence nuf; have itr perfed mor, work, bat we * kd ved rv er 
entire, t fat we fail not in any thing © rti 
Virtues, we hear what the Apoſtle Punt (Cor. 8 7.) 
perſuade chem eo, 8 5 them for: 
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don't they alſo the Bile” bo ye then per ä 
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War ef Sinners] of: Civiliz d Men, and of Series: 
Pbariſees. If we will in any wiſe enter ind the 
Kis om of God, we muſi leave ttieſe in 

1d propeſe to ous ſebves the perfect Patterm dhe Lords 
Hin I; who ſet Virtue in 4 perfelt Lights. hg M65 
cktnbt attain td bis Perfectiong as to the degress. 1 „ 
Muh Avoid theſe Affection andi Luſts, whieh- 
pens ny br to the perfection reqnir d. "leis the, 
Pete#'s Exhorthation/to this purpoſe, having ſaid 
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Stemach Wich Obltuck the Digeſtion of the beſt Fo] 
asd oduſe a WGmiting up all again,: The Points gf Nails, 
1 tho their Heads be broken, anilh chruſt gut he hardeſt; — 
and ſnarpeſt Nails, eee eee 
weft te fasten g ſo Alice Wüb Hearts, fuld with diverge. 
Paſſions,” well efterrain-ipreſlingandi pricking Ex 0777 BY 
tions; "the wordb of the Wiſe, which are, Becel. 48. 14 
| Arwalsfaſtened by Paſtors, wo fertle them in a Courke, 
of Wirte eh S We muſt tA ee en. 
Leer * put away all depraud e 
| will grow hy the Word." Nay, the Apoſtle adds, 1. Pes. g. 45 
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ö then good: Deiites, Def igns, 2 3 
theſe Aions and Profeſſions ; that their Effect and Ac- 
compliſhment may Follow. Every hong ht (ſays the Wile⸗ 
man, Prot. a0. 18.) 1 eftabliſhed rh Goutnſel,: fit be, thus. 3 
in the neteſſary things of this Life, much more in the 
concerns of Spiritual and Eternal Life. Now Counſel is 
is ndt to be taken of the Fleſh and of the. Warld; hut. F. 
tie Spirit of Gods from the fofm af ſupnd Mordes w 
oughit to be the Men f Our, COuntel, te guide 
us to the Formation: and Confirmation of 
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ide ; but þ onto eee Ebwe) we! Fit core up. 
ih Him whos; che Lieu, namely Chriffs There fOr ASt la- 
8 alwiys'togrowang: chief Alhthings, hy the Word: 
Firſt, in relpeck 'of Parts, the of Degteęs; ſd Halbe 
pfels forward to the Mark of che Prize of the high Call- 
Ing of God iu haas Clanikes' welbathbriogfordh divars and 
© parte tuits/Auited: to; Ae 
And finally dome tathe fn]lPerfedtionof all Kightre 
n Heaven. Tay, then we hall brit forts he dare 
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was call the good Land, Dent. 8; , . 
_—_ "yoo, Nh ago ou e | 
5 e God, not only for its 
2 ructiſicatien z0:but for the reſidence df the 
Egk et Sed. We "end indhe New Teſtament of a 
good Ground; in which is:thei/Church of God: The 
arable of the Sower, repreſents: to us the truly Faith- 
ful. \'Fhcſs ate the geod Ground, of whom ue: cannot 
A an be n they. n 
the Wo In. 20 NR 201 + 
| bor het us consider aby they ne ſocal [Go from the 
- Carife und the Effet: - > esl 
N Hm the Cadſt. *EheEarth, atits C 
ackerthbleſs feb ord; Sin, was ſubject to a Curſe 
ande not poods; is mot fruitful, but 1 575 Briars and 
Thcins) Ges, 3. But muſt be rendred good: by: Husban- 
dry; und Abort oel by. Sed Bleſſing, So Men, ret 241 
the fubſta o O their Bodies Spills; | ab 
the Creation th NM ft DO; yet by Sin are nom | 
Nuure Barret | as itorGoodnefs;) tending ta the Glory of 
God-ant their own tSatvaiionsz and: have great need of 
the Husbandry af God, to become 
Iri{qffices:nat That the:/Graund:be attend, if at be not 
Manurd tb become good and Eruttfut z{0: it is no8gnough 
that there be ſome good Nature im us, if it be not Spiri 
 tually Ouhivated. The beſt Ground and fatteſt, except - 
ut be " Qubitoared,! produbes| wild Herbs pas Weeds the 
| 3 ant. Mem of theibeſt Nature Spirits, 
gy ods in Culdvatediof:God;they rodeo a, 5 
2 E daft dere! / bad Words and Deeds, 'CON+> . 5 
trary tothe Will of God ; wicked Wiorks more aboumd- 
ing in them, ate more Sud and haughty, if not evidentꝰ 
* ee Men, ity al a elcar to God > before E. + 
a 1 


OY is4 


; by 
2 


Aenne ot Teſtament; egg 3 


goocb and Gracidus. F 


1 ber Note the Nele 


— IS 


Montes ED 1 = ; 

Song and ftp. al ne ad park on th 

og 8 ee 

nels jar 0 IN Nieheim, AI U 

may be fone 'di ice being reje 
|; in 

"the nau btinels al Den Mop 


—Y — Ay . — — 8 
. Ü — 


* * 

. => 
> ap. SE LO . 
2 D _ 
* nc 6 — — - 
I — 2 * Mun — > — 22 
1 be ee EE IIS 2 
= 8 — LIT N 225 = ary guy = a » 
8 9 89 — 2 — 
++ im - OS K =D TS 


diri t 


ace, 8) 5 ? Me 
lat we 
orr ruptions, | by 


Ai 7 3* ? 


Col mon he 


1 


fer d each, piec of e ct 
e 
59 
py: 1 theſe 0M they who are — a ; of the 
3 embled b 


$3 bane 


e 


ario s ON 
5 Es F Hi 
900 5 0 
i . | 
Var bir eas 
79h ET 955 e 
— e T4 ja . 
VP 17 5 


5 e ne ee 
a F \ 5 Ay 7 78 


Kel 85 
1 ns Fats Fit carts, tqo | Jen 555 js. to, $0164 : 
> 00 "Ko . | of t 


ond, Era. 
aL 
e 
0 ptosts ad prudent 
e e 15 p eee ki 


e 


* API RP Mets ; that his Rowtersof ; 
. e ion, Hs | Promiſe 1 Grace, may. comtore 200 
* 8 e ale broken. with. a 

ies e 

Fail He 13 5 


, Hat 
I C2 \ wb 
—— 


5 that tt 


4 EY 
\\® LULA 2 Wa wok 


* 3-0 
J p ws - Wy 
| , e 8 m 99 F 
| 2110 14d bold: vs „e wil [494 To: 1 
TT k | 7 | 
Zaitoseid c A 
. , 5 F . fy 1 | 0 


"ok Conflancy. and Patience muſt be a&ed as the ROW DR 
to ſhut the Hearts, that they may ketain the yd e, 
and bear Fruit with. Patience. i 
en The Ground; maſt yet Have the Wark Iafa-- . : 
ences from Heaven: with the ober andthe latte Rains 
5 5 ar of the Sun, acchrding to the Seaſons, 
of Winter, 8 ring, and Summer; and beyohd all that, tue 
7 "'Bleſling, of the Lord; much more muſt it be ſo with Men, 
that 1 755 ay become truly good; they need he contb. 
nal Thflnences of. the Grace of Oed; fe- uifite-not: only 


to the Habit, but to each Act of doing Well. There muſt 3 7 | 
be the ſweet Rains of the Spirit, in the beginning, middle 


nd end ; which may refreſh the moſt hungry Spirits and 
raiſe in them a Visaur, ſo as to cauſe Growth iu all Chri- 
tian Virtues: Fhe Lord promiſe#that lie will water eve- 


ry moment his Vine, to Se fruittul, . 27. 2,3: They 1 


mult feel the heat of his Sun of Righteguſneſs; the Lord 


J Cbrin; who warms them, fills then by his: Power MW 


-with a convenient Heat, to bring forchThooghth, Words | i 


and Actions truly 64lous. © E ITS 2 Il 


In ſhort, to alt that is done; there muſt be tünsleſting 38 
of God, to entertain his own work, to give the encreale: 
„For tho Paul plants, and hols Wer rin God who Wl 
. gives the, "encreaſe, Cor. 3 .. ovary Hl 

2. As to thẽ Effect. The Ground thus prepar'd, ſhews 


it felf good in bringing forth Fruit; thus Men, cultivated 


Spititüally, are goo ood Hearers, and reaFChriſtians;«y yield- 
ing good works the Ground. doth ſhewitfolf bac, Which 
after Hasbandry dothi rot: bring” forth good Fruit; :fo 
"thoſe who enjoy t dhe Miniſtry of the Mord, and are Wich- = 


out good Works; they ſhew: themſelves to be bad Hear- WW 


Ars. But in the good Hearers it isotherwiſe> For Fri, 
kid e wh 8 forth Sxqu nifite and excellent Fruit. 
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We ſee it in the Spouſe, compar d to a Garden, with 
Springs and Fountains of water, fill'd with ſweet gales, 

- . does produce delicious Fruits z ſo that (he dares to invite. 

her Beloved,” the Lord Jeſus, to come into his own Gar- 
den, there to eat his pleaſant Fruits; Cant. 4. 16. For as 

2 Gardiner finds his Fruits delicious by taſting them, ſo 

dur Dear and Gracious Lord Jeſs, finds as acceptable to 

him, the works of true Piety and Charity, Purity and In- 
nocency. The Vine ſpoken of in the Parable, Judges g. 
{ng:\chears God and Man with its good Wine and we may 
conceive ſome accompliſhment of it, in regard of the Sa- 
criſices accompanyd with Wine; but it is the Church, 
which produces the good Wine, which chears both God 
and Man by its good Fruit of Faith and Charity. Nay, 
it is not only delicions Fruit, as the Marrow of the Wheat, 
or the Juice of the Wine Which it bears, but as the ſa- 
vory and Aromatick ſweetneſs of any Herbs; as the Lord 

- -him(clfears witneſs, Cant. 4. 12, 13. M Siſter, ay Sponſe, 

tbon urt 4 Garden enclos d, a Spring ſbut up, 4 Fountain ſeal- 

de . Plurts are an Orrb d of omegranater, with plea- 
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int Fruits; Camphire with Spikenard and Saffron, Calamu?* 
uud Chinamor, with all Trees of Frank-incenſe.; Myrrh ard =, 


Alber, and all the chief Spices : And again Ver. 10, 11. How 
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thy Love. my-Sifter, my Spouſe! how much better 3s 
—ů th Jo of hive Diatment ther 
| "and Miller weoky thy Fngary and the fuel of thy Dr 
ute ir Tie! the fell "of Liabanon. 
|... "How fair in thy Lore! -thole Loves of God and our 
dennen n hel Eflefta?, My Sifter,cmy Soule, how 
_ -goodargthyLoves?.befterthay Wine; and thEOdonof . 
J 3 (holy Prayers, ardent Breathings of Fan 6 ; 
| Fi 4 | „ | 
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and ſcarcity : : So the 


"We Repentance) 122 W any iy ſieet-ſmelling Draghs 1 
Thy Lips, O my Spouſe, drop as the Honey-eomib (words - | 
60 iving, Confelton of Faith, Confola- 
tions: ) Milk and Honey, are under thy Tongue (words 
of ſweet Inſtruction,” and wholefom Advice: Abd the 
ſmell of thy Garments, (good and holy Aﬀions-which - 
cover thee as with a Mantle of Righteouſneſs) is like the 
melt of Lebanon; or of a Vine full of good ſmell. | 
Canaan: bore, Fi rait fo ſurpaſſing, that Numb. 13. ad be 
- hats who had ſpy'd the Land, cut off a Branch'of the - il 
Vine with a Bunch of Grapes, and there were two to carry - ü 
it ; they brought alſo of the Pomegranates and the Figs: 
ſo the ood Ground under the New: Teſtament brought 
forth Se excellent and rare Fruits; the Faithful do'fach- - 
good works, that many reaping the Effects of them, cat 
carry them; the Heart, and not only the Back of many 
are often cmptoy'd to chear and relieve them, 0 confirts, * 
inftradt and comfort, to nguriſh and entertain them. 
Keeondiy, The good Ground produces abundance: the - 
Faithful abound in good Works, and ate filled with the -. 
Frults' of Righteouſneſs, * P/al. 93. 12. Phe good: old 
Ground, as we find the deſc ript on Dent. 8. 8, &. was a 
ground of Wheat of Barley; o f Pines. Er and Pamegranater z 
it was a Land of Oliyes, ban ing forth Oil an Hoticy', | * 
it was a Land in which one Has not eat Bread in want, 
od Ground under the' New Teſta 
went is a Ground produces good Works in great variety; 
io AS they are found i in plenty, and ach ore ing to t Cor. 
7. that 20 gt its fall" d them.” The? good 1 under 
E 7}  Teftament was fo fertile, 855 2 jt be: ao * : 
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* WI were. Men it for "War, and 10 draw ch Swor 
a8 appears, if we compare the 24. of the Il. of Samuel, 

: Far, 9: then there were thirteen hundred thouſand i ny 
time of f Jeroboam and Abij ab, 2 2 Chron., 133. 0K furnil 6 
twelve; hundred thouſand Men for. War. The Charc | 
under the New, Teftawent is no leſs ſruitful, furniſhing 
many milipns 17 Spiritual War, againſt, Satan and his 
4 LN iti is.y yet with W 1. One ſpot of the 8 
good Ground Ki husbanded, brings forth thirty, an- 

other-fixty, and another an hundred; as we read of Pa- 
leſtina and Canaan, when tlie Lord woil 'd bleſs that and 
their Labour; So Gen. 26. 12. Haac Jow'd. in the Land oj 
Verar, aud receiv d an hundred fold; for the Lord ble 24 
ime So the Faithful do, ſome more {ome leſs, and ſome 
 1n- mediocrity. The-cauſe cf the diverſity of Fi 8 as 
to degrees, co the variety of the places of the 
Ground, more 95 1. fat and Loop te; alſo from the di- 
verſuy of the) Air, and heavenly | nences. . This bap; 
pens to the Faithful by the variety of Gifts, and the 
verſity of particular Graces, which are in them; for we 
2 have er ai ifferently, according to the rde which 15 
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An ſhort, at Chiffs Death and ; 


Difciples with bim at his Reſvrredti 


thaſewhotebelVd aga inſt bim „ Thus, according to ſome, 
the Jews. were particularly noted by this Parable; but it 
As al{o-verify'd among the Gerrites - for tho many 
onto bear the Name of Chriftiars; nevertheleſs. ma 


verſation, as many who make a Profeffion of the pure 


. e Reformed Churches. Of the Gele alſe 
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| Yor 
long with. it. He Beats, and Bends his Under- 

8 | Banding wt which the Ears Phraſe deciphers elegantly; for 

- In requiring Audience or Attention. it demands an Auim- 

- Udverſions Ahab we do not only fiſten with the Ear, "Pur 
e Mind; ot, that we apply Senſe arid Underſtanding. 
->2. 10 love it, for the End for which it is Lew pic1.y Oh 
The good Hearer underſtands with the Heart, to be heal'd 
or ſav d z. I. 6. 10. Thews the true undetftanding of the 
Word to nts loch purpo Fes," as Cohverſion 25 al- 
5 vation. According ro The Diſtiäction 10 the Sc ools, 
there is not only a fiwple Underſtanding, which is but 

2 Perception of the Word; but there is another 1 7 

then When conſiderings, Legg the Mind, ag lying ou 

Senſe and A rdderſtadin, one is mov'd with Lone A 
« ftioreveft ſotherimes 10 A0 ion: And the ũſe of the Word 
* to underſtand, is ſach in the holy Scriptures,” Fſal. 21; 2. 

* Bleſſed 3s the Man that conſicdlereib the Poor : that is, that 

| fonfidereth” well his Affliction; does not only judge”: a- 
right of it,” but as our laſt Verlion does bear, he carries 
himſelf wiſtly toward the Poor. To underſtand the Word, 
is to carry it wiſely towards God, and our Neighbours 
Doing, or Obey ing it, This is what appears Luke g. 13. 
recitingand bein 175 in, 77 e the Lore 177 5 
; 0- 
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—_— we, muſt well xn PONY le Wisst 5 
| Rowifh intetpr eters w iT it, that! the. .Hea cart, 15 f 
by Nature, * 25 very z00d by Grace; ſo that. Man "he 5 
95 od Hearcs, * 


Wature, and partly by y Grace, 
ir : 


their Doctrine in the Schools eſtabliſhes Merits of Con- 
gruity in the ſtate of Nature; aſſerting Man can do ank 
does ſome things, according to which it is convenient 
that Cod ſhou'd give him his Grace. Their Council of 
Trent hath refn'd this Doctrin, in eloathing it with new 
words; as the Worldlings put on new:Faſbions: büt al. 
ways worldly: This is what the Papiſts call Man's Pre- 
paeration and Diſpoſition to Grace. But to difcover the 
Firſt, The Verſion is not true. There is not in the 
Origitial, gvod and very gvod; but good and boneft. Fot 
\this is that which the Greet a Beau, good denoterh: 
That good Heart, (to abbreviate, and not criticize) is an 
Heart, furniſt'd with Giſts to be deſir d; which is ho- 
neſt and good according to God. & a A Y dre 
ies. Tet 5 £9915 529112 0 #l5©0-xy e 
© "Secondly, The Heart is honeſt and good, either Civilly 
or Spiritually ; Civilly, to lead a Life humanely, honeſt 
and good; Spirirnally, to live religiouſly; and according 
„ . wino 3on v8. 
' Thirdly, Man by Nature may have an hñoneſt Heart, an 
Civilly good; but not Spiritually. By the common and 
general Notions of God, and the Virtues, which yet do 
remain after the Fall, many have lived and Yo live mon 
I:fidets and Idolaters, à Liſe civilly honeſt and good; 
eſperially when 


much more in the Church. As Hypoerites, 

thoſe remains are helped by common Gtace, which may 
de in the moſt wicked; namely reſtraining Grace, — 

it keeps in the force of Corruption, wich is in Man: 
So multitudes hive been and are exeellently honeſt and 
$008, according te Man 3” Gew, 22.6. bur pode is'ſo-by 
Jature, as to the Diſpoſition of ſerving God'aright; or r 
hearing aright the Word of God. In this regard. Jer. Ex.. 
The Heart of Man ic not only deceitful, but wieked, een de 
ada ade on _ perately, 


ele ee 


16774. 


Frately, and-who doth know it ? Rom. 8. 7. The wiſdom of - 
Fo the Fleſb is enwity againi# God : Note that he ſpeaks of te 
_ . Wiſeſt higheſt Faculty in Man. Again, He gives the rea- 
ſon, by adding, for it is not ſubject tothe Law of God : and 
which is more, he denotes the Incapacity; or. inded 
The remains of the Knowledge of God, and of human 
Virtues, are either quite choak d by the abundance of Cor-- - 
ruption in the Heart, or turn d away by inconſiderate 
Zeal ; from whence ariſe a thouſand Superſtitions and 
Vanities in the Service of God; as the ſad Experience of 
all A 0 hath ſnewn. Therefore Man cannot have an 
honeſt and a good heart, prepar'd to hear the Word a- 
right by Nature. FF by 1 0 2 | +}: : 
Fourthly, Only by Grace God opens the Heart, to un 
derſtand, what he cauſeth to be ſpoken by-his Servants: 
as appears in the Example of Lydia, AF. 16. 4. The fleart 
is naturally ſhut up, the. Lord himſelf muſt open it by his 
Key; not only among the Heather, but even among thoſe 
who by Profeſſon are the People of God, yet are not 
Faſon d with Grace: As the Lord ſhews in his Preface to 
this Explication, Math 13. 15. That the Heart of his. Pe- 
ple is waxen fat, and they are heauy to hear with their Ears, 
er have aut their Eyes 5 that they mught not perceive with 
iber Eyes, and might nat hear with their Ears, and underſtand. 
mithitbeir Heart, and be converted aud be heal d. The Heart 
of Man is turn d away from hearing the Mord arie ht, and 
bath need of Grace to make him yield. This appears in 
that the. moſt Holy and Faithful Pſal. 119. 36, pray, that 
God wauid-iercline their Hearts to bis Teſtimonzes.- i For 
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Let us eb W chat it is Seeley by Glade 15 
is what the beſt and more ancient *Papiſts avow d upon 
this very Text; acknowledging that this good Heart fs 
the Conſeience of the Elect, and the Spirit of the Sanctify d 
ones; referring the Cauſe not imply to the Sanctification 
ol the Spirit, but to the Spring of Orace in Election. And 
an Eminent Jeſuit in the Explication of this ground, al- 
| ledges this Famous Sentence of Antiquity: That every 
one makes himſelf good or bad ground, according to Grace; 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, "Not 1, butt Fhe Grace of God, which i 15 * 
me, Or with me. 
Indeed it is Grace not Nature, that renders the Heart 
ſpiritualiy honeſt and good to underſtand the Word aud 
love it, to be converted and fav'd by it: 
PR They receive the Vord. Hetr, O my Son! ind re> 
ceive my words, Prov. 4. 10. Indeed if any Goo ithie a true - 
Son of Wiſdom, he muſt remember this Charge, Chap. 29. 
19. A Servant (he that ſerves Luſt and Sin) will not 
corrected by Words; tho' he underſtands, he will not au- 
wer, or, he will hear them, but he will not receive em. 
But choſe who truly ſerve God and fear his Name, do 
not O. | 
| This is the Second Point, which we ite toconfider in 
its order. The bad receive the Word; nay, forhe of em 
with joy; there's need therefore to difcern how we re- 
ceive it: 'Good and Loyal Hearers, they receive it better 
than the former 12 hey do not let Satan ſteal and devour 
| It, by his Suggeſtions; as the'firſt:' neither the World By 
its Perſecutions, as the fecond; nor their own Fleſh, 
their Sollicitudes and Luſts, as the third ground: jt 
ſtrive to retain, and contain it in their Heart; not letti 
it ſlip. nor be ſpilt as Water upon the ground. Lale 
15. rie, denotes to hold in the hand, or comprehend 
4 Ah is receiv d; as — it is contain q better than 
2 * 
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that which is receivd only by the hand. If we do not 
take it well, or we let go our hold, the thing does not 
remain in the hand but it remains in a Veſſel. The word 
is found in this ſenſe well expreſsd, 1 Cor. 2 14. A Na- 
tural Man having but a Natural Senſe, underſtands not (it 
is the very word of our Text, 8 4x4) the things which 
which are of God. The gaod Hearer-then is not left to. 
his Animal or. Natural felt; but his Spiritual: good and 
Honeſt Heart receiveth the Word. It is true, Luke 8.1 3. we 


ND t rec : 
find the Term attributed to thoſe of the ſecond Rank, to 
Hypocrites and Temporaries; that they receive the Word 


with Joy L: but yet there is a difference; which 
here is a Particle, a Prepaſition [ enforcing its Sig- 
nification. Moreover, there is difference in therreceivin 
for, as we find 1 Thefſ; 1. 6. the ſame Term of receiving 
with Joy attributed to the truly Faithful, with a Joy of 


the Holy Ghoſt, that they receive it, and · in the midſt of 


great Affliction; but others with a Carnal Joy, in the 
"midſt only of their Eaſe, worldly Proſperity and Abun- 
dance. Theſe receive it as a, Plank, which by the heat 
of the Sun ſplits, cracks, and becomes full of chinks; 
"theſe here, as a Veſſel in the Houſe of God, all of glafs 
pure and melted ; they receive well the Mord, not to let 
it tun waſte in its holy Inſtructions and Conſolations, as 
do the bad Hearers. | a re 


This is what the Lord teaches by the more diſtin ſig- 


nificative Terms, which we, find in St. Lx Ch. 8. 1 5. for 


Inſtead of what St. Mark ſays here, the receive, we fee it 


to be in a way of. retaining, al ix ors. It is not as if the 


Word of God were of the Nature of Mens Words, which 


do fly away as the Birds of the Air, and can hold no more 


than the Wind. which paſſeth away: For the Word of 


the Lord is of weight, permanent, enduring to eternity; tho 
we ate naturally forgetful, above all forgetful of- che 
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the Word: of. God; but then it enters into us, NA * | 
tefifts with all its Mig ght, whatever contradidls the Mond. 
The good Hearers 3 -ome the Forgetfulneſs and the 
Reſiſtance of the Fleſn; for they renin it in their Un. 


| derſtandings, in their Meditations, in their Memories, and 


in their Hearts, by ſincere Affection to it. They are not 


hBinder'd by the Vanity, which is naturally in the Under- 
ſtanding; for God bas given em an apprehenſtve Faculty, 


extenſive and retentive of the Truth, which combats with 
the ene of our cortupt Natures: 8.5 are not 
Pinder! J by the Weakneſs of their Memory, for they 
Ha ve it ſanctify d and ſtrengtheti d by the Spitit of Powers, 
they are not hinder d by the oppoſition of the Fleſh, for 


tho! that ſtir to the utmoſt SH noranceand Blindneſs 


to caſt out the Word, notwithſtandi ing it has not force c 
nough when it comes to em with 2600 in the Evidence 
nd Demonſttation of the Spirit; but is ovetcome, tho by 
ſlbw paces. As heretofore Saul, in ſtriving to expel from 
the Kingdom of Iſrael: the good and wiſe King | Devi, 
Himfelf was caſt out by the juſt power of God Thus 
Luſt is deſtroy d, but it is wich great combat: Fer as LU 
having receiv'd the Angels into His houfe, the Men 6f . 
dom, from the youngeſt to the eldeſt, compaſs d the 
Houſe, and wou d have, Lot bring ont His Gteſts; ſo 
when the Faithful Soul receives Mori, the unroly 
40 80 gather togetfler, And ftrugple that one my 
0, forth; as Rebels endeavour'to break the Wor which 
Hath begun to enter into the Heart. But a8 Reds 
1551 pleaded to he contrary; fo; the Faithful Heater 
ps his mut ino Affections; antf us thoſe e 10 
ſons ſirixe and think 0 ain ehe point, tue 
bimſelf advined Bis own Hadid. „defis 


a ats 
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. £99 a not 1 their pas cnter prize: ; 

6 4 Lord that helps the Faicbtul, and beats back the 5 
lenge: of. contrary, Affections; ſo. that the-Chriſtiar doth 

IF retain. (being a ſted from Above) the Wor of Go 


© 


In the Angels requir'd Lot to go forth from among the 
19 believers fave themſelves from, this dae 


Gag nich 
e well receiv'd, 0 Col. 3. 163 dwelt! in 'plentiful'y 
dom not only for our edification, but by | 
P ALS a of others; teaching and ad monifhing „ 
- 4nd ane another, by Pſalms and hmm, and. ſpiritual ſongs. 
gs nat be as a thing that paſſes by, but as an In- 
he not as thoſe of the lee Rank, who receive 
2. Wore in Þ olperity; hut in Affliction they Il ſend it 
. d themſelves too from the Houſe of God, 
te Solow which build their Neſts in the Tem 
21 TITS fly away. [he - 
e anden from the 175 | 


<7; 


rr 2 


1 — * 


in 4 Fe the Polen a pg continues upon | the Pi 
K LIN Texpples, Day, the Word muſt remain in us, As 
m Tswples when. ic is read, heard and ae... . 

0 in us, nat as a Servant, not to be waſterdte our 
ils and Affections; but to be in us as a Lord, tb 
be ſuhjected. fe) by it wholly rul'd; cap- 
dFeinpdings 105 What 1 N ed ch hs 
eVER;EV . Thoug t in us. w 1 
25 Ek © of God z goventing-out 


"LF 


See wen en 69 wr agen —— edn . 
in the Name Eg Authority of the Sovereigi” Lord ad. 
Maſter; It is his Vicegerent, his Lieutenant in us; it is 
eall'd the, 2 0 of his Reign; by which he lords: it among 
| Men. as P, 11. N iii ein £141 enen 
© Thoſe 87 a” third Rank wou'd Rabe the Sep ; 
duell! in them, but as a mean ſlaye, to ſwallow it ap 
their vain Sollicitudes and vileſt Laſts; add to have power 
Over it, as heretofore there was among the Heat bent, upen 
Vaſſals, to ſell em for mony : ſo WAUd Bad Heafets 
faffocate the Word by theif oh Pithoiis At their plea- 
ſure ; but good Hearers recerve it quite otherwiſe; to ga- 
vern'etn-wholly, their Thoughts, Words, Ansctione, and 
all their Actions. ring Tree, nr Aa 1a he 
The reaſon is, they Believe; "they \entertaitn it? with 16 
te Word'of God; Heavenly and Divine, death'd with 
Authority. The Apoſtles 2 5 5 tlle Words that dur 
Lord Jeſu. Cbriſt had given em, Job. 17. 8. they knew 
that 7% Utiſt iffued From God the Father; they be- 
liev chat God the Father had fett bitt; 46d the T 
Florians recciv d in the Joy of the He Gboſt the Wa, 
accompany d with much Afflictions; fo have they done 
that follow d the pattern of Believefs. ROW? 278 hath - 
been fpoken of- Thole that receive here, are by ſome 
5 Interpferets ſaid to be thoſe who believe rhe PP heard, .. a 
N who lodge it in the intimate Cabinet of their Heats.» . 
They. bring forth Fruit“ "They near and receive 
the Nd, this Cauſes ehidt- they bring forth the-Fruit-- 
thereof; heating and receiving othierwffels beeaufe the * 
are had royal But: theſe Heur And receive vant 4 : 
with an Heart diſpos d by Graces! 0 tntleranding and 


afeting the Vr, as to be converted Am Fiv'd by it-- 
T0 keteive as to let nothing Hinder" from'telainin _ 
: Hau, * * ard, Dy- 


—— by the$oll icitudes 4 Luſtsc | the Fleſt 

ſo as to keep it from all thoſe Efforts, and to o ſet it dwel 

1 and reign in em; for they hear and receive duly, and 

therefore bring forth Er 7755 8 | 
: © To underſtand this Point well, 9 what theſe 
Fruits * „Which they being forch, . how they bring 

2 ort Wes 

, As to the Fruits they bear. They are the Fruits & 
the Herd theſe are double, . and at wh, ot 
mediately and: ſecondarily. ...._ ... 

1. Thoſe which are brought forth immed are) v. are the 
truly Religious and Chriſtian Virtues; ſuch as Repen- 
tance, Faith, Piety, Charity, Ri hteouſnels, Parity, 
Innocency, and the good Works which flow trom em. 
They come from the Mord preach' d, as t the Fruit of Seed 
—. in good Ground, Col. 1.6. And as 9215 are call d 
Gal. 5. 22. the Fruit of the Word being in our Hearts by 

ſe Holy-Gboſt, as their Principal inward Cauſe; fe 
from a Cauſe leſs Principal or Exterior. Thus Joby Bap- 
zit requires of thoſe to whom he adminiſter d this Evar- 
gelical Nord, and Baptiſm: the Sacrament of it, Matth. 3.8. 
that they ſhou 'd bring forth Fruits meet unto Repentance + 
When God gives to — Nation his Word, the Kingdom 

of God, this his Word, by which he will reign in the midſt 

_ of it, it is Hook they: 8075 bring, forth the Fruit Ae 

Matth. 21. 4 

„. The! Fruit . proceeds, mediately.: and ſecond 

Ally, are the Bleſſings of God, chiefly Spiritual-o 

unto. Eternal Life it ſelf: ; As. Bread and other Foc 

made of Seed are F 0910 ediately, 10 thele Bleflings pro- 

ceed-by the Virtue 15 Word, which is as Seed in Vas 

to reap: Ty gather ſuch Blefbngs, even Eternal Life, 

6. 8. The Word ſown Pers a double Harveſt; .thele 


Bleſſings being ſuch Fruits of good Works 1 e 
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pPtoperly are of the Word, Nich doth not only propoſe” 
erm, but does cauſe them under and by the Sovereign Au- 
thor. We may call the firſt Fruits, thoſe of the Word of 
God's Commandments; the others of God's Words of pro- 
miſe. The Word Commanding, is as the Seed which brings ' | 
forth "Virtues; the Word Promiſing,” as the Seed which 
produces theſe Bleſſings, which we beat to God of his 
Grace by the Word: Thefe latter we gather from 
God, according to his Word; theſe are preſent in this 
Life, the other future in their accompliſhment in Eternal 


od 
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"By the Fruit they bear, we underſtand the firſts as 
what upon the Diviſion and Deſcription appears clearly, 
in which Interpreters agree more unanimouſly : nay, the 
Papiſts our Adverſaries are*conſtratn'd to acknowledge 
this; tho they wou d fain (eſpecially the Feſwrs) bring 

_ this tothe'fecondary; and wou d infer from thence the Me- 
rit of good Works, in bearing ſuch Fruit. But we anſwers 

_ Firit, It is plainly ſpoken of the firſt-fraits of the Works 
of the Word, which the good Hearers yield not what 
they reap from Cod, but what they bear to God. We 
-muſt neceſſarily conceive this Orderʒ the ſcope of the words 
is to ſhew, that they are not of the preceding ground, as 

it is not diteckly meant of the Puniſhment of others in 
the former Verſe ; no more here of the Price that thoſe 
do reap: ſo it is not the Queſtion here of the future 
Fruits, but of thofe which are at prefent, we know Men 
as good or bad by the Fruits they bring fottn. 
Secondly, Altho the Secondary Fruits of the Word do MM 
follow the Firft, the Bleſlings the Works they bring forth; | 
' merits Eternal Life; but what God makes to follow af- 
ter the Works, as the Haryeſt or Fruits after the Sowing. MK 
Before Men reap, the Fields muſt be plow'd, harrow'd,, | 
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the Obſervation-of the Word as Fs Seeds, before the. 


Won Now as the Sowin gy he Preaching of the 

Word does not deſerve the Firlt-fruits of good works; no 
more does the Seed by the Obſervation of the Word we. 73 
rit the Bleſſing: but it is the Means by which G 

penſes em. As the Apaltle, according to this Simi her g 

2 II, 2. 6. in exhorting to endure hardſhips in preaching 

of the Word, The Labanrer auſt firit work, efterwards gather 

the Fruits e By ſuch a way we gather the Secondary Fruits 

of the Word; good Works are not the Cauſe, but che Way 
torreign the Secondary- fruits of the Word are not me- 
rind As 1 is no Tl 1 Be Spe and 


t 
55 Wa : 


Wt the. Welte . ; by prone Miu and. 
1 which deen our Good works. Nay, there 
18 O, 

Hirt The Seed i is in J e ſort perfect, D As to 
be.an{werable.to to thoſe Fruits: but tho the Word is Spi - 
ritual and Perfect Seed; to , produce Good-works 3 FE. 
aur: Good - words axe not perie&to produce }lefſings.. 

\Serondtz, The Seed bath a ſecret and inherent.Vi irtue, 
to profluce Fruits; but tho the Word hath a Virtue, by. 
the Spirit accompanying it; ne rtheleſs Good- works do 
not produce a Virtue inherent, ut the Bleſſings of Grace 
do, produce them. by the Word; and therefore they are 
alle Fat, ra 4 25 of the word of Promiſe, than of Works. \ 


- OIMPANIONS | "ho had gain'd the 


| who told ms 15 ME ee 3 
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"Tow ay we © 10 o thoſe: hat. bom the Word. of Dal, © 1 
* | "receive, and a, actiſe it; 90 had not-been:Jabour'd * 
with by the Plough of the Miniftty of his holy Goſpel, | 
: #5, nay if Grace had 550 been given, they coud 951 have 
0 appretended the Senſe of the Word, and been-fruitful | 
by in works to Lite Eternal. Good Henrete briog forth 
good Fruit of Faith and Repentance ; they A 
-6ther ground, barren ; as Men be unſanctifyd, 
yield works of humane and civil Converſation ; as bar- 
ren grounds produce Thorns and Briars, Herbs and Frets, 
bitter, wild, and ſometimes venemous; but ate full of 
"good Fruits, being ſown with the good Seed of the Word, 
"the Fear of God, which 3s. pure und permanent, Nai. 19˙9 
Now let us obſerve how they bear Fruit. 
Firſi, From a good heart, furniſh! d wit | Grack, which | 
3548 2 Cover From. the Amuſements of Satan, an Am- 
4 bello and Papillion againſt the beat of the World; and 
an Ax to cut down the Thorns of Luſts. From an Heart - 
” thus ſanctify d, ſeaſon d with Grace, the Fruit of Godli- 
neſs ſprings up, Marth. 12.33. A good Man from the 
gd Treaſure of his Heart brings forth good things; not 
only rr Trim mount, but fallys if it be in Words, it 
is not with the Lips 'only; if it be in Actions, it is not 
with the Hand and in ſhew only; but from the Heart, 
good and abounding. It is not by fli te Coniraens/ | 
- Carnal and Temporal, in ſpeciouſ neſs; only 
"and profound, OVErcOmmn ng Cares and Luſts 
F unto Maturity. un tun 214 
12 Secondly, It is to 2 as * 2 harveſts, not. ko. is 
in the. former ground, to ker one's ſelf ta be ravith'd | 
Rockin choak'd, ; 85 * the good Seed of the Hard 
ed in its young t eonquer ing all Nindes- 
7 from the Wonld, the > Fleſh, all his Artillery: and 
n 1 n T 8 the and adds, Lak. B. % | 
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ing to the particular Inſtru of the World 
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that, 


Firft, To reſiſt the Contraticties and Oppolitions' the 
| exterior Evils, and all the internal hindrances of the 5 


greſs of the Word as the-good-ground which: is ſow 


-endureth the Coldneſs of Winter, "and the Heat of n: 


mer. 


Secondly, To wait for the 2068 promis di in the Word, and 


in the mean time to do well; waiting by Faith in the midſt 
of the greateſt Evils. For thus Heh. 10. 36. You have need. 
f Fase that after ye have done the wil of God, je may 


wherit the Panic. B Behold, (faith St. James, according. 
to our Similitude) the ere waits for the precious fruits 


. of the Earth, patient! ly tarrying 1 until be receive the former and 
be Latter rain. Not that We hereby merit; tho (1 Cr. 


9. 10.) He that ploweth, ploweth in hope; but the Bleſſin 


8. 
and Grace of God, bearing Fruit to maturity in midſt of 
the greateſt Temporal and Spiritual Evils ; quite contrary 


to the former grounds, which wither or die without frü- 
dae when deprivd of Secular Bleſſings. 


-Fhirdly, Yet uot in perfection, they are far from that 


as to degrees: there is not one that hears perfectly; there 
are in the beſt bardneſſes and Thorns : But there 


be as many right Hearers, as there are faithful. and be- 
eving. and bring forth Fruit, _ bear the full, accord- 


, yet they 
that are truly faithful, 


true Seed of Faith in them, in a Chriſtian Converſation ; 


their whole Life is an harveſt of  fiogular Me aha 
57. Vord ſown in their Hearts. 


That it is not unto perfection inthe Degrees of it. we 


dall ſee hereafter, in explaining ſome thirty, ſome fi Ixty,. 


" los 3 an- huadred-fold.” In the mean time we diſcern 


the: 


o in We aim ſhew forth the 


1 n kor we __ acdc Patties! if we ah; "th 


you: | » 
finiſlr the work enjoyn'd us by the Word of God. 152 l 
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ſs ; Mark-of.a true Chr ian-heares of the Word, id 
doth — taught by the Mord. They do good OTE” 
out of a good Heart, with a holy Courage, Sincerity and 


Maturity as to the Subſtance z, tho'.not in its. perfection, | 


11 we regard the Circumſtances of the Degrees. 
This is confirm d to us iu other Scriptures;, deſcribing: 

the true Children of God, as adorn'd. within and with- 
„out, with good and, holy works; tho' not without * 
Faults. The Faithful walk with; and before God, in the 
ways of: God, and in Uprightneſs; not corrupting their 
way, not corrupting their Faith and Converſation. It is 
ratify d to us parabolically here, under the Similitude 
of Fruits: The Faithful are compar d ta fruittul Trees, 


yielding what is ripe and good; the Word gros. when 


 ſown,'ava grain of Muſtard-ſced to a ane, Tree; but 
thoſe where: the Seed is ſown, do become goodly and 


good Fruit-bearing Trees, As when the ou Was 


od, without being ſoild by-Man's. fin, Gen. 1. 1 1. it 
rought forth Fruita at the wo of the Lord; all manner 
of Fruit-bearing Trees in Paradiſe, and in it the Tree of 
Life: ſo the Mord of God being well, heard and duly re- 
ceivd, thoſe who = compar'd here to the goodground, 


do become as choice Trees of the Lord's Garden. The 


true Church is particularly compar d to the Vine ; (cho 
. etherwiſe feeble and weak) to teach us, that as the good. | 
_ Vines have their Roots, their Branches, charg d ard” loa- 
. ded; with: Grapes and Raiſins ; ſo the 34.1 of 

Church of God are the Branches of which we read, John 


15. 8. My Father 5s. glorify d, if ge bring farth. much 2 3 


"fo Haall je be my Diſciples... . 
his we teach in our Reformd Churches, comforniable- 
to the Scriptures; particularly.to.our:Text. VVe ſee how- 
groundleſs the Calumny of the Church of Rome is  again(d.. 
| 1 Ch ch of 5 


4 


| ef us hs and particularly bow = 
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te tro Paſtors thereof," eben the Cay: chad be” 
ou 5 teach the practice of good works, but that we 
ate Enemies to them; for we declare that good works 
7 -are the Mark of the Truth ot our Faith; that we mut 
produce them, bearing in great abundance: and fo far 
are we from not preaching up good works, that we do 
eattieftly preſs them on our 1 with great Conſtan- 
cy, that they miay prove themſelves to be truly grafted. 
They rather are Enemies at leaſt, who do not teach g 
Works neithet in theit right matter, nor manner; forthey - 
deer good words perform d, not by the Word of God, 
by Mens Rules, Traditions, Inventions, PHgrima 
"Offerings, Vows, Abſtinenicies; contrary: to che Word 
of God. 

'& good work ought co be the Fruit of the Word of 
"God; to from it, and not from the Command 
ments of Men only: Not when they do not eat, tafte, nor 
touch and obſerve Man's Commandment; Free- will Ser- 

vices theſe God condemiis, Col. 2. 18. tho' he requires a 
Willing Service, as to the Manner ; he rejects that which 

$ not of his own Appointment. "Quite contrary. the 

hatch of Rome calls goc 1 thoſe which are done 
55 thro a Fear of God ments upon Man; and 
"thus the Pharaoh of this Work may do good works; 
Ws. gs They will do good works: e ee by the 
bitton of Merit, which they faſten upon their Works. 
Ions occeds frotti'# good Heart, and a willing 

00d Fruit froa good Tree, which Tree 4 
1 2 5 don bead, (they * the Sprouts, the ſlig 
Sprouts 6 wither'd Trees which ſo lift up knen) 
but inelſhes to the Earth dewnwärd. The Faithful bow 
nn 1 — 1575 it the performing of their beſt works: 
q Ls 28 Up their Heads by Hope and Aﬀuranee-of 
EP © Of ef Gch, thie c 15 acceptance. Th 
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riage, or Widowhood ; but of all Ki aithfal.in com- 
men. in Chrift; or in the production of Fruit to him; 


there is no difference of Sx, Condition and. Nations. 


but all: are one in Chrif, yet do bring forth different 
Fruits: Not only Virgil Gal bear an 2 5 9 but alſo. 
he who is marry'd ſhall bear as mach. There is in the 
Faithful of every ſort of ſtate, a variety of. Faith and- 
5 works, as to the degree and Meaſure: Some bring 
orth less, others: in e other in greater abyn- 
dance. It is a Docteine that Experience does atteſt, oom. 
formably t to this Seri 1 N 
1. In common. The People p rofcſſing the troly Chri- | 
ien Religion, or the Reformed Churches 3, we do find 8 
— that ſome bring forth the Fruit of the Word; in 
rtion of thirty, others of ſixty, others of an. bas: - | 
Ire £ fold: As they are not all. pnder e ſame Degree 


8 to the Sun; no more 2 Sun, of Righ- - 1 


tegulnefs. Several Regions yield, 10 iverlly z 7 
there are a People more pure in Faith and F joctrine, an 
more ſerious in their Con verſation, than others are.. We 
muſt follow the. beſt, but not deſpiſe thol S who bri 
forth leſs Fruit. 1 e 

9. In particular. We ſee that Dilferencs which is 1 
found amongſt Chriſtians of the ſame Kingdoms, .and: 
numbers of the ſame. Church: So many Fer Ons, oa 
Degrees and Progreſs in the Faith, as our Lord here 5 
notes, may be reduced to three Ranks; the Leaſt, th 
moſt, and betw: een both: So St. dilinguihes e a 

ö into little Childr en, Young-men, and Fathers; 1 Joh. 3 
One is ſo not only in Age, but more in the malnef of 
Weir W Knowledg ge: They are like little Children. 
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- othersan hundred in any particular ſta Fl Hagichy: of 5 5 4 


who. 
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ug cannot yet ſupport themſelves, cannot go nor fpeak, 
but have great need to be held up, wanting the guidance 
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nnot go nor 


of others; yet theſe have their ſins pardon d: Others 
ate lixe Loung- men, more robuſt, in whom the Seed of 
Þ Word dwells, and who overcome the evil one: 
Others like unto Fathers, more advanc'd, and more ad- 
vancing. This Difference may E diſcern'd in a double 
Reſpect. Firſt, If we regard Knowledge and its Degrees, 
we lind ſome ſurpaſs others, as much as fixty does thirty; 
nay, as far as an hundred ſurpaſes ſxty. Theſe conceive 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel better; not only in their Sum 
and Bulk, but in their Particulars, and in their Argu- 


ments: They can defend the Truth againſt gain-ſayers, 


and all. oꝑpoſers. Secondly, If we regard, not ſo much 


the Explication as the Application of the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel with its Effects, we ſhall ſometimes find the more 
unlearned to excel others, viz. the more knowing, in the 


.apprebenfions of the Grace of God, and of the Merits of 
{ our.Lord Jeſus Christ; more firmly believing; ſnewing 


F 
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more holy Boldneſs in Prayer to God: Theſe come to 
the Throne of Grace with an admirable Alacrity; tho in 
the Declaration of Truth, and Refutation of Errors; theſe 
are abundantly inferior to the parts of thoſe who are 
profound in Doctrine, yet are f uperior in particular Sen- 


timents, precious Contentment or Joy, and fulneſs of Aſ- 


ſarance, atteſting more Ardency and Zeal. This is con- 
irm'd in reading the Lives, and chiefly the Deaths of 
the Martyrs; ſome are ſignaliz d for the Declaration of 


the Truth, they hold it forth to the Conviction of their 


- 


Adverſaries, with a firm Conſtancy, and with a notable 
meaſure of Joy and Afſurance; ſome'Martyrs,plain ſimple 
Men in compariſon , but more ready in Application, fer- 


* 


vent Confeſſions and full Affurances. 
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A ate © Beer, e Fs ors in Fn 15 rmehts 
articolar Fruits | 


2s . 

5 8 ſodf brin gin Forth” fre? 
Word of Gol: It is ® Of lumny of the” Jeſuits: this” | 
Text, That we make all equal, Maſters," ad; perfect in 

Ae 70 and th: t we pbt no difference in the 1 85 
0 7 


the Defence of out Churches to 


3 Allert quite contrary. * IG 5 dhe 0 * 1 


3 ackowledge here wick the cots Ore l 
difference as to Begrees df Faith, Vertue anc Good. 
Works, among the Faithful; with different Degrees f | 
Glory! in Heaven. The generality. of out bur this 
think: THis may be 1 trom Daz. | £2. mo "i 
be wiſe ſhall Rims 4+ the brightneſs of if the FEA ent,” and. 


 #hey that turn Many 1 to righteouſneſs, . a the Stars for ever an 
ever. u 10 D 51 
Thus far they teach Diferenee in Degrees of vittue 
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